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FRON11rk UAYSAANy DAYS OF GYOHING
Another Promotion From the kanks
When the-Burlingtbn System was built thro ifyoming, vis Newcastle and
Sheridan, to Billings, Montans; a young man was employed in the commissar '

department of the construction company. He was & good clerk and made fri
and money for his employers. '

Vhen the road left Wyoming he decided to leave the construction compé
He returned to Newcastle to make his home, married an esteﬁable 1aﬂy and
appeared to be permently located, untill he heard the call or a political
career, He was elected to the ﬁational Huouse oivRepresentatives; was re-
<

elected term after term untill a few years ago, when he retired from the

National legislature, and has since served in an important department@ht
position at

vWashington.

He served his sdopted state well and faithfully, has hosts of friends
‘botn in his western home and at the Haﬁion's capital.

Hon. Frank Mondell has just cause to look beck with satisfacfion up on
the many accompliahmeﬁts of his long and faithful service in the U.S.
House of erresentgtive. He has gone tar from the commissary tent of
Kilpatric Brothers B.&:M.contracbors. ‘ |

J.K,Calkins.
Santa Monica, California.

April 2, 1929,
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The following material taken from the Chirstmas Edition of the

t
: !
Leader and News Journal gives e very good character sketch of one of 'bh;e

most prominernt men of this country, not only locally btut nationnlly == !
The honorable Frank W, Mondell, '
"Mr, Mondell has the distinction of being the most widely end favor-

ably lmowvn person iﬁ VWiyoming., Heving that faculty of making friends,

warm ones and plenty of them, wherever he goes, he has succeeded in j

|
building a circle of acquaintances of which any statesman might be just:-

1y proud. Like meny another public man he oo%nés from hunble parentage,

At an early.age he is seen an orphan engaged in the agriculturel pursuiﬁts
. : !

os Iowa, Having been left to fight the tattles of life for himself, hib
merch from the plough to the floors of Congress is oneof Parti!:ular in-i

terect, Not content with the limited possibilities of the farm hend, h{e

" gset to work to improve his condition,' and next appears in a mercantile

|5

establishment, Mr, Mondell came west in the early 1880's gngl engeged i
the railway construcfion business. Herp we see him work fram water boy
to tilé ovner of a grading outfit, his last work of this kiz}d being done
in Weston' County; In 1889 he beceme ir;terested in Newcastle real estatp
and hes to this day made this plaoe his homes FEnterprise and public

spirit made him & man of marked influence iﬁ.vreston Corun;by and in 1890
hé wes elected to Wyoning's first senate, and in 1892 was chose;z presi-

dent of that body. Mr, Mondell was Newcastle's first mayor, and held

that office for five consecutive ternse In 1894 he received the nomins

tion for Congressman on the Republican ticket and was elected by a good

doec
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nejoritys His familiarity with western land conditions was soon recog-

nized ard in 1896 he was appointed assistant comnissioner of the geners

land offices In 1898 he was again returned to Congress and so much had .

his work in behalf of Wyoring and the country at large been felt that

at the recent electibn he was returned for the third time to thet body,

_this time by the largest majority ever received by any cendidate within

the state,
lr, Mondell was married May 13, 1899 'l:,o Iﬁigs Ide Harris of Laremie
Vfiyomings Mrs. Mondell was born end reared in Laramie, her father and‘
mother;' Dr., and Mrs, Herris, being among thc'most proﬂneﬁt And well to
do citizens of Albany County. It is needless to say that a man of high
psersonel q;xalities will sooner or later aspire to even loftier heights,
and thet the people of Wyoming demand i‘b; Imowing that iie has boen
their greatest firned in the past and that he will be a still greater

friend in the future."

1
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" office moved too, and the Stockade Journal evolved into the Newsletter

Journal,

Journal; which pepers went together to put cut a fine special mumber

 with older paperses The Leader is one of the best edvertising nediums
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The First Newspapers in Weston County

The first newspaper in Weston County was the Stockade Journal,

owned by the Nefsy Brothers of Sundance, When Tub Tovmn was sterted The
Nefsy Brothers sent a young fellow by the name of Dow to ‘edit the 10 x

lZ_sheef in’Tub Towne When Tub Town moved to Newcastle the printing

' This excerpt was-teken from the files of the Leader and News

for Christmas,

"The Woston County Leader vas established in 1898 by its present

publiéher B. P, Hilton and is considered one of the leadling wesklies ol
the stete, Notwithstending the fact that the Leader has only.been in

existence a little over two years, its subscribtion 1list tallies well

in Viyoming, It is republican in politics and has proved to be = power-
ful edid to thet party. Its job department is complete, being fitted wii
new materiel from start to finish, and it enjoys a liberal petronege

from the merchants and citizéns of this tomm,

ch
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THE MEJS JOURNAL

The Newcastle Journal wes ons of the picnecer enterprises of Newcastle,

having been established by HonorablerJ. L. Stotts and Herry C. Hensel
in July, 1889, Upon the crganizabion of Weston County, in 1890, iv was
made the official paper of the County and has continued in that capacity

up to the present day,

In the sumuer of 1890, the Newcastle News was established by Fo He
Fell and vms & progressive. papers
"Finding the field too limited for two newspapers, in tﬁe,latter pert

of 1891, they werc consolideted under the head of Newcastle News Joufnal,

with F. H, Hall as proprietor and editore

Since that time there has teen several changes in<ownefship,_but
the paper has continued to be the leading paper of the Counéy and con-
tinuully recognized as the official papers

" Politically, the News Journsl has elways warmly supported the

Republican principles and given the candidates of that party its umvaver-

" ing allegience, -

Bibliography

Taken from the Leader and News Journal, date unknown,
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The followmg material taken from the Chrlstmas 'Edltlon of the

Leader and News Journal gives a very good character sketch of one _of the

most prominent men of this country , not only 1oca11y pnmiaﬁﬁ;,_ but
M&L *y IL --‘
étriéﬁ%h&dea——- The honorable Frank w. Mondell. Sl

R Mr. Mondell has the dlstlnctlon of be:mg the mos‘t w:l.dely. and

favorably Imown person in ﬂyoming Hav:mg that faculty of maklng fr1ends,

warm ‘ones’ and plenty of them; x.here‘ever he goes, -he has succeeded m e
building’ a“circle of ‘acquaintances of Whlch any statesman mlght be Justly
proud. Like many another publlc an he comes from humble parﬁutage. At an

early age he is seen am orphan% engaged in the agricultural parsults of
Iova. Having been left to flght_the ‘battles 'cf,l_ife. A.f'ﬂor_hu_n_self_,_h_i_ﬁ .
march from the plough to -the -flocrs o.:‘f'A Congress’is one of particular .
‘interest. Not content with the- l-ir‘nited possibilities of the farm hand,

‘he set to work to mprove his condition, and next appears- in a Merc}iantlle

o 1640
establ:.shment.. Mr. Mondell came west in the early eighttes and’ engaged in

the raill'-"g% construction business. Here we see him work from \_nate_r boy
to the owner-of a-'greding Cut""fit, ‘his last"wor_k of this. kind being done

in Weston County. In 1889 he’ became interested. in I\Tewcastle real estate .

and has to._this day made this place his home. Enterprlse and pnb_l_lc_ _splrlt
made him a man of marked influence in Weston County and in 1820 he was

elected to Wyoming's first senate, and in 1892 was chosen president of

- that body. lr. Mondell was Newcastle's first mayor, and held that office

for five consecutlve terms. In 1894 he received the nomlnatlon GOngress
man on the 1lepubl:Lcan ticket v and vas elected by a goodh/ magorlty.,

His familiarity with western land conditions was soon recognize% and in
1896 he was appointed assistant.ccmmissionee of the general land office,
In 1898 he was again returned to Gongress/_ and so much had his work

R ¢

in behalf of Wyoming and the country at large been felt thatﬂthe recent
. ' N

/
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.* election he was returned for the third time to that body, this §§mghpy

the largest majority ever received by any gandi@gte_.witﬁin the state.

—— v

o, Mondell was married #§ ey 13, 1899 to liss Ida Harris of _
Laramie,, Wyoming, Mrs. liondell was born and reared in Laramie, her father
and mother, Dr. and Mrs, Harris, being among the most prominent and
well to do citizens of Albany CountydIt is needless to say ﬁhg; #@ﬂ_g_man
of high personal cualities will sooner or ;a;er_aspi?e to even loftier
heights, and that the people of qumipg @emand ity knowing that he has
been their'greatesp friend in tbe past and that he will be a still great- -
er friend in the future," |

S-652 L o - 5-650
The Pirst Newspapers .in Weston County
The first newspaper in‘“estdp Céunty_was the Stockade Journal, ovmed
by,the:Néfsy Brothers of Sundance. When Tub Town was started Tpe Hefsy
Brétherslsent a young fellow by the name of Dow to edit the 10 x 12
sheet in Tub Tovm. When Tub qun'movedutb Néwcastle/4ﬁthg>p?intipg_ofﬁice
moved_too, and the S$tocksde Journal evolved into the Newsletter Journal.

2 —
This excerpt was taken from the files of The Leader and NewsXgXXgr/

Journal; which papers went together to put out a fine special number

for Christmas,

" The W&ston County Icader was estblished in 1898 by its present

publisher B. F. Hiltongand is considerd one of the leading weeklies 6f
the state. Noﬁ:hithstandgﬂg the fact that the gggggy has only been in
exist¥nce BQittle_over two years, its subscription list tallies well
with older papers., The Leader is one of‘tpg_bgst.gdvertising mediums
in Wyoming . It is‘ﬁgpdbligan in ﬁgiﬁé politics and has proved to be a
powerful aid to thét party. Its job department is complete, ¥€ being

fitted with new material from start to finish, and it enjoys a liberal
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- #2ll and was aprogress;ve paper,
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" patronage from the merchants and citizens of fhis town,

THE NEWS JOURNAL

The Nevicastle dJournal was one of the ploneer enterprlses of

Newcastle, having been _established by _Honorable J. L. Stotts. and Harry

C. Hensel in July 1889, Upon the organazatlon of Weston County , in
1890, it was made the gfflClal paper of the County and ha%bontlnued
in that capaclty up fo the present day . o

In the summer of 1890 / the Newcastle News vias establlshed by F. H.

Finding the‘field too liﬁited for two newspapers, in the: latter
part of- 1821 , they were consolidated under‘the head of Newcastle News

Jourral, with F. H, Hall as, proprletor and edltor.:;if j’;:' ‘

Since that time there’ has been several changes‘in“ownershlp, but
the paper has continued to be the leading papr of the County and
contlnually recognized as the official paper,

Politically , the News Journal has_always.warmly#sgppgrted.the

Republican principles and given the candidates of that party its

unwavering allegiance,
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-@h&sLigg;iis mostly all spaced wrongly and I put in the wprd space

wrong where this occurred. The margin on right is entirely wrong.
Many capltals are left out in words such as Indian. I have not

counted the words in the headings such as the'fitles, introduction

Am I doling it correctly?
Mrs. Fadner

etc. as I did not think you wanted them.
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The folloivin) accounts, bearing on the development of this country , were
taken _Vfgg}’n the files of The Newicastle -News Journal, dated Sept.2l. 1906,
0?’/ The First National Bank of Newcastle has recently purchased Panama
Canal Bonds, issued by the United States Government to the amount of
$18,750.The purchase of these bonds shows the excellent condition of the
bank and it also permits the bank to beccme & government depository to a

certain amount. /

HIS 6TH NOMINATION

IT vas a foregone conclusion that Hon, Frank Mondell would be the
candidate to succeed himself inb the Ur;(ited States Congress.lo other name
has been given a thought.At Casper his name vas on every tengpe and the
rousing recéption he received mist have been a source of satisfaction to.
him. It was at Casper that he rece'ive‘gi his first nomination. -
To get over the work preformed by Hon. Frank liondell would be to vainly
repeat the history of congressional legislatiozﬁ.s(i‘nwcwgistatehood, he has
been in the van of every battle for the supremacy of VWyoming, He has takmn~
a leading part in all congressess for the betterment of conditions in all L
arid reglons&.‘In tﬁ irrigation congress just held in‘Béise, he took & leaid-
~-ing part , delivering one of the most eloquent addresses presented to thbt-

HRNE Y

body.None is better posted than !, mondell in all matters pertaining to wes
w}'w’m’
\Belng?a close student of nature and an agriculturist by

T edpesgringin =

~tern development
inclinatlon, he has devoted much study to dry farming methods and also
phases of reclamation thru irrigation. Wm latter vork he has not con-- -
'fined his efforts tou Xyoming, but has made a personal :lnveetigation of al-
‘ﬂ.ost every irrigation proposition of any note in the entire vwest. He stands

on the small farm area, believing it is better to farm a small tract of/1f
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Asuccessfully than a large one at’ algss, In his inveetigation of this par-
o ticular phase of farming,he wqs surprised to find that 1hose commmnities
with the smallest farming areas were the most successful,
In his congressional work,rar. Vondell has been agressive, fearless, l‘
thgﬂrough and effective, His state has ever receiv'ed'proper reeognition at
the hands of the presddent of the United States, . the severa.l depart.mente{

}%of Viashington and his co-workers -in the House of representatives. No west-

.ern-has been given more important work to perform and no congreeeman has §

ST ‘,-~Tbi£e§:xnore efficient. i

E " In the recent session of congress lr. !londell secured the passage of
an act of great value to the entire state.Reference is made to the act
providing fosb entries to forest reserve land more valueble for agriculture
than for forestry purposes. Under this act , many tracts of land in the for
-est reserves of Vyoming mgy be entered. This land is valuable because of 1
'its pro:eimity to water and timber. CGencrally speaking this land is more ‘
rsheltered than prairie land. There was a great hue and cry in Vlyoming two
years ago because of the withdrawal of lands for forestry purposes that
had no semblance of forest on them. This evil is now obviated,-=-—e===--
‘ As chairman on the committee of irrigation,ifr. Mondell has been in a
position to protect Vyoming intereéts?’ge state has fared well at the '}
hands of the Depertment of the Interior, because of the prominence of the
wyoming delegatiqn. ‘ | ' .

It dis a h:l'éibc‘ompliment to the intelligence of the peopld of Vyo-
ming that L. londell's majorities have grown larger and larger as he : ’
grows older in the eerv:.ce. All indications point to the conclusion that
in the electlon th:.e fall » he will poll the barmer vote.
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The following excerpts are pictures of life in old Cambria when it wa.é
a booming coal mining tovm. It is now a deserted Ghost Town. R

These sketches were teken from the lewcastle NEVS - JOURMAL, dated lay 11,
1900. |
1.0G ROLLING
GJCamp 5009 Me W o As Of Chubria will give a log rolling ball on Fri. eee
.Jay\s . 1900 at the Cambria opera house. '
‘i‘he chips will be caremlly swept fron the floorythe key will hang om
the outside of the door snd all our friends are grnestly requested to atteﬁA
Do not let the children keep you ay homep but bring them with you and
let us have a good old western .timg.
.Admission to all paxft.s of the show is free. Ve want it strictly under-
stood \ however ._, thet dntoxicants are not tolerated. | NS
]

\V/E WILL CELEBRATE.
The glorious 4th will be properly observcd ;lv.n" fréwéaéue. At a bublic‘ meetig
of our citizens held in the city hall last evening, it was decided that thed
citizons of the county be requested to join with the pﬁ!ople of Newcastlé\in
a fitting observation of the com:lng 4th of July. Those vho int

-viewed the pedple of Cambria assured the meeting of the cordial co- operat
ion of the peop;:g of that progressive tovm. At the close of the meeting it

was unanimously decided that a rousing celebration be held in Newcastle

and committees were appointed to begin p-repara;t.ions;.

ossmvw:fows - AFRIL, %20, 1900 ;r“X
Newcastle ‘having had tvo Sundays of Easter observance , ue presume
that those who worshlphrc’ad among the gorgeous array of head gear and display
of streaming ribbons , will ‘b’léggontent to take their religion straight for

awhile here ai‘t,e_r."

(;1}1'6%1; 00%70;.43/%111‘31 Title /\&.to// M.,«,,)L Tlace %_}_ o g_z:gzz
RAG N, Vadiee  PRrdicrid Gildlppton - Yorrasnis, , Wovrer
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BURPREMENYSTOETHENREGIONAL DESCRIPTION OF THE WYOMDG-
BLACK HILLS REGION AND NIOERARA COUNTY,

The Chicago horthwestern Railroad was built through Lusk on

July 12 1886, The new town was esagerly awaiting the advent. Lots
been gold and many bu:lldin.gs were under construction. The -

cozmmmity looked forward to a boom period and the commercializing
on its many products, both mineral and agricultural. The citizens
planned a grand celebration to comemorate the coming _o,t" the
railroad. A solid silver spike was driven with a copper hammer,
both products of loéal mines, and sppeches, races, shooting matches
and a grand ball in the evening roundegl out the program of the
celebration,

The following is an excerpt from the Iusk Herald, July 9, 1886,
reprinted in the Golden Jub%l.ee Edition ﬁ%;tﬁ«q Herald. "Millions
of dollars in undeveloped resourses, touched by the magic wand will
spring up to enrich the hardy pipﬁeer. Look out for the boom! Lumbex
brick and lixli_e are already at the new town, and capital lies in -
the bank impatiently waiting to secure lots on which to erect fine
buildings and £111 them with all kinds of fine merchendise, The
cattle shipments ﬁ'gm this point will reach into the thousands.. s
The rich mings of silver, copper and mica in Rawhide Buttes and
Huskrat and Whalen Canyons will be worked, The Fairbanks Smelter will
soon be red hot, and others built to wrest from adwtﬁe rocks
their primeval stores of mineral wealth, Lusk is the center- the
mucleus, as it were, around which clusters this galexy of natural
riches. She will boom! Why not?' When the town wes two weeks old
a sgore qf business places had been erected énd open fér a flour-

ishing trade and many other places of business and homes were
being built.
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Supplement to Regional :Mx‘ﬂy/ deecription

The following excerpts from the Iusk Herald shows the hearty
welcome and encouragement extended to the rising baeineee concerns
in #usk. "The pioneer clothiers S. Adamsky & Co, ,occupied the next
building, which will geon be crowded with the finest stock in -
eastern Wyoming. Mr. Adamsky knowe how to buy right and ie always
ready to sell 'rigll'xt. Walker and Waters have a fine saloon in the
next lot. The boys are Jold cow-pmchers and are doing a good
bueineea....., o" So did the new town spring up quickly as

mshrooms to carry on the trade of a fast developing colx_ntry.A.me

£irst settlement at Lusk was mede at the Silver CRAFE line in
the winter of 1880, Lusk, like many other western towns sprang
from a mining camp, It ws a good example of‘ a pioneer town and it
1s still progressing and pro'spering as it is & main shipping point
for’.great cattle ralsing and petroleum area, |

Lance Creek is the main oil producing center of Niobrara and
Manville is surrounded by a great dry farming end stock raising
- reglon, | | o

Niobrara County has "The Spanish Diggings," excavations of
great antiquity. When first discovered this old quarry wa.e thought
to have been dug by the gpa.niards in their far flung search for |
gold, hense the name Spanieh Diggings, but soientiste have since
-found it yto be the stone quarry of a primitive race. The indians
]mew nothing about the excavation, not even the oldest members of
the tribes knew amr legends connected with dt.

According to geollogy and ethnology it was dug by primitive
people who inhabited :bhie couni.ry before the indians made their
homes here. These people were thought to be more peaceful than tne‘
indiand as accoro.ing tq the ‘tools ma:mfaoturéd they .indulged
1argeiy in 'agricul’w:ral pursuits, -The stox_'y of their struggle with
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Supplement Regional Description
%ncroaching race of ﬁerce aavages is gradually being drawn from
the shadows of antiquity by the scientists, Tq_gllj_a.ppeara;u_:_ee_ o

their work in the stome quarrys was brought to 'a sudden end, very.

1ikely by some hostile hogrde who swept down upon them 'in ‘overwhelming
numbers, or perhaps by some unfriendly demonstx;at:_tpn of nature, -

. The Spanish Diggings is not the only stone"qua’xfz_'y. to,ﬁe found
herey it-1s just one of meny in’the quartzite beg, cdver:!pg a region of
four hundred 'miles squaz"e in Niobrara end I5la‘tte. CO}ixitiee, This
region t:en miles wide and forty miles long starts 'in_the southern
Black Hills and extends down towerds Guernsey end Glendo on the
Platte River. The Spanish Diggings are in the south-west corner of
Niobrara County, about thirty five miles from I.usk.

' To these crude quarries primitive men came from great distances
to hew out their implements. As we now prize iron and steel fo;'_‘our
tools those ancient prized the hard, dense quartzite for the_:l.reg"-»-
ﬁndin? the stone in this region pec‘uiiaﬂy adapted to the making:
of tuheir implements on account of its hardness and its breakage in
conco:ldal fractures. This was a £Lore mamtfacturing center for them
and from these stone factories came a great variety of implemepts.
Weapons for war and the lmnt,' axes,' hamrners, hoes, scrapez;a and

" grinders, the greater pottion of the tools being agricultural,
showing these people were primitive fanners. | '

Here in their crude factories they mist have labored prodigiously
through many long centuz;?s, for they scéttefed thelr handdwork over
e large area. An ancient village vas Glecovered fifteen hundred miles
away in Oh:lqg and in the same strat.a, estimated to be two thousa.nd
years old, was found tools from the Vyoming quartzite beds. Mot only
is the etone of this region peculiar but the workmansh:lp is &lso

‘ easily identified, Many tools have been found in. the neighboring
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Supplement Regional Description |
8 tegpand ‘even in the mound builders of the Missippi Valley. The
Spanish Diggings is the main quari_*.zite quarrys Other mines yeilded
Jasper, Lloss 'Aga.t.e and Chalcedony. ‘That these quari-ies were worked
for many centuries is shown by the vast amount of chips, cores and

refuse material at the side of operations,

At the Holmes Quarry, sixteen miles southwest of Keeline, a

cross made out of refuse material may be seen. It extends one hundredf
feet on the south slope of a hill and shows distincw spite of
the years of erosion that have passed ober it. [Z;\grﬁ:el;l/rq\g of
stone mounds run from the foot of the cross to a distance of almost
a mile into the valley. The cross was probaply used in some religous
cermony, | | ‘ _

The laborers that v orked here 80 1ong lived :Ln villages near '
't.he quarries, as shown by the ma.ny teepee rings, or circles of stone,
used for the foundation of brush or skin huts, ‘Some were ferther
away by springs or rivers, but they were all work shops es the great
amourt of chips or stone refuse a'bout them attest., '

Some of the greatest archaeologists have visited ‘these quarries g
and exhibits of the work are to be seen in large miseums all over
the United States., Time and sga:ln, it has been proposed to make this
reglon a national park, but on accosnt of 1ts great area this has
been difficult to do, However part sf it should cer'tainly.be preserved
as one of the great ethnologiéai stud:les of our continent. Those
vieiting the quarry should be adjured not to disturb or carry away
the specimen as this spoils the field for scientific research.

Ur. Hene-Gautschi of Lusk has devoted years. to the study of the
: qt_xarries and is an s.uthpri:ky on the subj ect,

S
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The hietoric Cheyenne-Deadwood stage road ran north and eouth
through Niobrara County. It crossed Rawhide Creek near the eouth
border of Nio‘brara County and went on through Insh and Hat Creek
crossing the’ Qheyenne‘ River and Alkeli Creek near the.\"eston County
line, The monumentl and geave ofy 'George Lathoop may be seen on
highway 20 near Lusk., For years Mr, La'throp‘ drove the coach between
Cheyemne and Larmie and when the last coach wae eent out he wae the
proud driver. ¥Mr. Lathrop wrote an autobiography entiteled"Memoirs
of A, Pioneer.t! Thie story told in his own picturesque la.nguage ie a
faecinating account of hie 1ong and active life on the plains. The
Lusk Herald publiehed the ‘memoirs after his death and raised enough
money to errect a ma.gnificant memorial for this fine pioneer citizen.

The memorialy & work of are, is set in the center of the Cheyenne- |
Black Hille stage road, between Lusk and Manville, |

About fourteen miles south of Lusk on the old stage road, is

another momiment, but this monument is only a pile‘ of etonee, | over-
grown with cactus and sage brush. Those that lie under this crude .
edifice are unhonored and unsung, for their deeds did not contribute '
to the progress of the new country. However they have their place in
the annals of that colorful past vhich saw the eacrifice of heroes
and the dastardly deede of the less heroic paesAby in a long pagent.

The dead that sleep here are "0ld Mother Featherlegs", George
lickadden, and "Cousin Ike? Diapert. 0ld HMother reatherlege vas a
‘notorioue woman, who ran a road ranch which stood vhere her grave is
now located. She was & go-between for road a.gente and other desperadoes
and kept large sume of stolen money and jewelery for thgzgi A: to be

en

expected she was murdered for the loot and thue her X/HIErL career

was ended. She recieved.the name, "0ld Mother Featherlegs", from the
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cowboys because she wore long red pantaleties which flapped about her
ankles, especlally when she rode horseback. X
George lcFadden was murdered and Ike Diapert co:mitted suicide.
These two men were life long enemies so it was thought best to bury
0l1d Mother Featherlegs between them;

At 1ightening Creek, ebout fifty miles north of Lusk, occured the
lest battle with the indiens in eastern Vyoming, This battle took
place the last of gctober in 1903, A party of Sloux indfens from = .~
South Dakota had been hunting deer end antelppe in defiance of the
game laws in the rough country around Lightening Cre_ek. They would
heed no warning, so gherrif Miller ﬁom Newcastle set .out with a posse
to arrest them, Theyvmet- the %ndiaps on Lightening Creek and a short
bat‘t;ie ensued in vhich gherrif Miller and deputy Falkenburg were
killed and several indians including thé. :_Leader Eagle Feather. The
remaining indians escaped into South Dakota.

Though thig battle ended with such tragic consequences it served
to show the indians that they had to obey the law and stop their
depredations in this part of the country for all times, >

CHECKED FOR ACCURACY
mw W -
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> 0. B. Fongslie w&mmgl
veston County bvenr Tatosen,
The followin: cccounts, torring on tho dovolopzent of this
country, worc token troc ths files of Tha Hewcastlo-News Journal,
dafed Sopt. 21, 190G,
Tho Pir‘a‘c llationzl Eonmk of liewcastle has rsoontly purchased
Punama Csnal Ionds, 4csusd ty ths Unltod Statos Govornment to the ‘

smount of {18,750 Tho purchags of thaso tonds shows tho excele

5, /’:/lont condition of tho bank and 1t also peruits thoe tank to btecoms

& governzont dopository to a certain amounte

HIS 6th NOLIHATION '

IT was & forocons conclusion that Hone Fronk londell vould
o the cxndidato to succoed hiumself in the Upltad 8totos Congresse
No othor nacg Ima toen piven a thouzht. At Caspor his ncce wes
on aevery tonzua and tho rousing reception he received rust have
boon & gourco of satisfaction to hin. It was ot Casper that he

rocoived hic Tirst nomination. To got over the work

perforzad by Home Fronk liondoll wuld b to vainly ropent tho

history of coxv-roaas.onal legislction. Sinco Statohood, ho has

~ teen 1n tho v=n of evary tutuo ror t.he snpromcy ot‘ !’yoning.

\\ \

B ko tukan a 1e.*dxnf' part 1n an con,,resses ror ‘the tottemont
of coniitions in all m_'id Tezionss In theg irrigation congress
Just kold in Boiso, hs too}: n l'o:.diqg pori, dslivering ons of

the mmost eloguont addmhsnca prosontad to th=at bcdy. Nonae is
bottsr posted than lire Liondell in 011 mattors pertaining to weste
ern devclopuante Boigé a olose otudont of nature and an egrucule
tnri.et by inclination, he hag devoted much study to dry farming
e thods and aleo phases of mcl@tlw thru frrigation, In ths

lattor work o has not confined his offorts to Tyoning, tut has
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mede & porsonal investigation of almost every irrication
proi)oniuon ?r any note in tho entire wost, Be stonds for
the smll forn ared, tanaﬁng it is Yetter to farm c small
tract of 1and successfully thin & large ona at o losse In
his'inveéugation of this perticular phase of forming, ho
w8 surprisod to tind that those commmuni ties with tho smllest
farni.n; arecs were the most successful,

In his conzressional work, Iir. liondell has deon ogrossive,
fecrloss, thorouzh and offoctive o His stats has ever nee;nd
proper x-aco[t})n;ubn at the hands of the prosident of the United
Bt;;tea,:the, soveral departmonts of Tashington nnfl his coe-workers
in the hougse of ycprossntatives. NHo wosternor has ever htﬁ
givon more important vwork to perform and .no conzressmen has been
wore efficlent, - - ,’

In thc roce‘ut session of congross, Ur. liondell lecuxid th-

pessage of on act of great valus to‘tha cntire state. Reference

- 18 nsde to tho tet providin: to contrica to forest reserve land more

vsluadle for agriculture than for tomsﬁ purposes, Und‘r this
tot, vany tracts of land in tho forost resgrv‘!ea of mulng Ry

o onte?ad. This lond is valusxue ‘bec:mse ot its proxuuty to
sater and tinbere Oonerally: npoald.nv tbia :I.and is nora nhelmod B
than prag.rxe lf:.x_xd. Thore w:s 8 groat. hne and cry 1n 'yoning tw

yoors oo tecause of ‘the withdrawal of Iandc.for forestry purposes

that hod no semblance of forest on them. This ovil is now otviatsdeee.

As chiiro:n on tho comuittss of irrigation, Ur. Nondoll has
besn in o position’to protoct Tyominz interests. The state has fored
woll at the honds of the Department of Intorior, befause of the

prozinence of the Wyoning delegatione

S ke
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It is, hish cooplinont to tho intollipronco of the poople
of ®yosing that Lr. Londoll's majorities have prown lorger end
larger &8 he grows oldor in the service. All indicntions point

to the conclusion that in tho election this £111, he will poll

the tannor voil'-aol

K3

‘rhe rollowing emarpts aro plcturea or 1ife. in old Gn:ﬂria
vmnxcwammm1mmgco-n. Itianowadaaom -
Giost Tom. Those skotches were tekon fron the Newoastls IETS.
QOURNAL, datod Uhy 11, 19003

100 ROLLING

Canp 5009 !!. e le of Camte-in will g!.ve a log rouing 21l

. on m. eve my 18. 1900 at the Camtzia opera house.

‘rl;s_ ch&pg win to carefully swept fron the floor, the koy
1111' hang on the .outaldo of the door nnd all our frlendn ars
earncstly requented to attand. o

Do not 1ot the_children kmep you at homs but bring thom
with you end lot us have & good 014 western time.

Admission to a1l pn;'ts of tho show 18 frece .\b wnt 4t
Qtrictly,undnmtood. lowever, that intoxicants are not .tolarutod-

¥2 TILL CELEERATE

The ploriocus 4th will te properly obesrved in Newoastle.

At o putlic mesetinz of our citizena hold in the city hall last

evening, it was d&cuea that tho citizens of tho county be requssted
to Join with ths poopls of Newcastle &n o f£ittinz observntion of

the conming 4th of July,==-e=sThosc who uuﬁmd the people of
Camdric aisnrod the moetinz of tho cordinl coeoperation of the

people of that progreasive town., ‘At the close of the meeting it

P VO



was unanicously decideod thht o rousing celadration % hold in
Nowcastle and committoos were cppolntod %o tegin preparationse
OBSERVATIONS = 4PRIL, 20, 1900 ’
Noweastle havinz had two Sundays of Easter °W' nm- :
suma tht those who worshiped amonz the gorgeous array of haad gesr.
end &1splay of strosming ridbons, will be content to teke their R

religion straight for aewhile hereafter,

\
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m 0laf B, Kongaldo
Lenoagtlo, Viyoming

Tho following matorial talon fron tho Chrigtoas Editica
of tho Loador and lown Journnl givoc o vory ;;ooa. charactor olwtch
of ono of tho mogt proainont non of thic country, not only lécnl}y

. pr&:inmt!but Stcto and nation widoee=e Tho hoiorablo Fronl: Ve
Londolle | '

YI're Liondoll hes tho digtinotion of Lolng tho mo's‘k widoly cad
fuvorably laowa porgoa in Vyoinge Heving thot faculby of naldng
i‘rioﬁda. warn onos and plenty of tham, whorovoer ho goos, ho Las
cuccoodod in building & cirolo of noguaintancos of which any ctobow

non mght bo Justly proude Liko many cnothor public mua ho ocos
fraa huble porontagos AL an oarly ago ho io couc::L oa orphoan cagagoed
10 tho agrloulturel purcuits of Towms laving boon loft to Light

’ tho battlos of lifp for hingolf, hio norch froan tho 'plouf}x to tho -
floorg of Congrocs 1o ono of particular intorosts ot contont with
the 1izitod poosibilitios of the fam hand, !B/.K/oot to vork to ine
rrove hic condition, cnd noxt appocrs 4n o Lopoantile ostablichnante
Lirdioadold 030 woot 4n tho carly 1000¢s ead engaped 4n tho yodle
wuy construotion businosse Horo wo oo hin work frea wator boy
to tho omor- of o groding outfit, his logh worlk oX thic :ind Loing
dano 4n Tootoa Counbys In 1009 ho booomo intorostod 4n Newoastlo
roal ostato and has to thin day zado thio pleso hls hanos Dntore
Iiricq ond public; opi;'it rado hin 4 non of nerlod influmoco in
Tosten Counby and in 1090 ho wns olootod to Viyoming's Circt conato,
ond in 1092 g ‘chosen prooldent of that bodye Ure lLondoll wmo
Tiowoastlo®s £irgt mayor, aad hold thet offico for fivo conocoutivo
torase Iz 139¢ ho rocoivod tho noxination of cﬁn{;roonmn an tho

Lopublican tickot, and was oloocted by o goodly majoritye




Hio feniliarity with vostorn land conditlons ‘ma coon rocogmizod,
aad dn 1896 ho vus appointod zosictont commisolanor of the general
lond officoe In 1898 he wuo egaein roturaed to Congrocs, end oo
.z::uoh hod his worlz in behelf of Viyoming and tho country ot largoe
boan folt,that ot tho rocont cloctioca ho wao rotwnod for tho th.f.rd‘
tizo %o thot body, this timo by tho largost majorlty over rocoived
by oy condidato within tho oltatoe

34 ’L'ondoll vas narried lay 19, 1899 to Liics Ido Harrio of
Loranmio, Viyo-inge Lirce lfondoll t:ﬁn bLora ead rearcd -4n Larcmio, hor
i’uﬁmr end mothor, Dre ond lrce Horris, bolng asong £ho nost pro:ie
nent ond woll-to-do oiticons of Albany Countye It io nccdless to )
ooy thclt o non of hich pox;nonnl qualitios will cocnor or lctor aspire
to ovon Yoftior hoighto, and that tho pooplo of Viyoming desend it,
Imowuing that ho h?m boon thoir groatést friond in tho past and thet
ho 3112 bo a gtill groator friond in tho futuros”

4

Zho First lowspavors in Voston County

Tho f£irct nowspapor in Vioston County vos tho Stookado Journal »

owod by tho Hofoy Brothors of Sundancq. Thoa Tud Tn wag startod
Tho liofoy Brotlers coat o young follow by the nao of Dow to cdit
tho 10 = 12 choot In Tub Torne Thea Tub Towa moved Lo Tlowoastlo,
tho printing offico xoved too, u.nd {tho Stooclcdo Journadl ovolved
into tho lowslottor Jc;urml.

Thig o:cerpt was telen £roa tho £ilos of The Loodor cnd IIc;r:n

Jm}mnl, t21ich papors wwoat togothor to pu‘.; out o £ino gpooinl mumber

for Chrlctzace
- ¥Tho Voston Couhiy Loador was ogtabliched in 1098 by its .

proconi; publichor Be Ij’.‘mltoa, 'amd‘i.a coacldored ono of tho loode
ing wook:lios of tho cletoe Mot withotanding tho faot thet tho Locder




e
Jins only been in oxistanco a litilo ovor twc yoars, ito cub-
coription 1ict tolllos woll with oldor paporss Tho Lozdor
ig ono of the boot edvortlicing mediumg in Vyominge It is
Ropublican in politios oad has proved to Le o poverful aid o
that portye. Its Job dopartmont is comploto, it boinp fitted
with aow motoriel from start to £inich, aad it cajoys o 1iboral

patronase fraa tho morchantc end citizeas of this town,

Tho llows Jouranl

The lewoastlo Journal was onc of tho ploncer’catorpricos of
Howoastlo, having boen ostobliched by Honoreblo Je L.Stobto and
Horry Ce Hennol July 1803e .Upon tho orpenication of Tieoton
Cowaty, in 1890, it was nade tho officlal popor of tho County and .
has continuecd in thet capocity up to tho prosc#t doye

In tho mmzer of 1859, tho Nowvastlo liows wac ostabliched

by Fe Io Hall end Woo & Progrossive papore -

Finding tho £301d too Linited for two nowspapors, in tho
lettor part of 1001, thoy wore concolidatod wnder the hood of
Nlowoastle Hown Journal, with T. O, Inll ac progriptor aad oditcr.l

Sinco that tino thoro” hag booa gcovoral chongos in cmmorship,

-bub tho papor has continuod to bo tho io::.dl;s paper of tho Couxxb:}
and continually rocognitod as.tho offioclel Poapcre

Politically, tho Uows Jowrnal has alwnys wusuly supported tho
Ropublican prinodplon and given the ccndidatos of that party ito

ungvering alloglancoe

CHCCKED. FOR ACCURACY DY ALICE LONGSLIE TITLEUs TCACIER O- ?3

PLACEs IEVCASTLE P 7
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Bibliography Talea froz Loador wad NowseJournal, Dato unlmomme
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Olaf B. Kongslie
Weston County,Wyo.

The following autobiography of Frank Mondell is in itself a
history of this region. He is acquainted with this country, its
topography, resources, early history and pecullarltles as perhaps

that lives or has ever lived
no other man in the county.The account was sent to the Newcastle

Newsletter and was published in seriais during the early fall months.

MY STORY

An Autobiography by Frank Wheeler Mondell

(The ﬁewsletter Journal would be glad to publish the story as Mr.
Mbndell‘gives it in full, but it is too long for our space.Ve are vey
glad , however,tbo have the opportunity to give to our readers that
pottion of Mr, Mondell's story relating to his activities related to
thls immediate section., It recounts the interesting history of the
‘ beginning of our X#41//’ local development and the building and early
histdéry of Newcastle and Cambria, Ed.)
THE.éTORY UP TO THIS TIME:Mr. Mondell's story begins with the immigratim
of the first Mondell to America. It covers the family history up to his
birth in St, Louis, Missouri, December 6. 1860. He then recounts his
experiences as an orphan boy on an Iowa farmj as a young man seeking
his fortune in the West. In the early 80s he engaged in various kinds of
construction work, finaliy becomingZ a memben of the railroad building
organization of Kilpatrick Brothers and Collins. . These activities extendik

over a number of western plains and mountain states and finally took Mr, .

Sw—

Mondell to Sterling Colorado on a line being constructed by the Burlingtm
Railroad from Holdredge Nebraska to Cheyenne Wyoming.For a number of years-

prior to this year,1887, there had been much pioneer railroad constfuctﬁnl

]
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in the west,But this activit& was diminishing. It behooved those engagel

in railroad construction to be on the lookout for new opportunities,

and it is at this time and under these circumstances that we take up

‘ur. Mondell's story at Sterling. 4

As a contract neared completlon,there was always speculation as to
future work,There had been quite a declded checking in on the onward
march of Western Railway construction , and camp gossip was to the
effect that after the line we were on was completed,there was nothing in
the way oq railroad construvtion work in prospect. _

It wds about the first of October 1887, that Robert Kilpatrick
first spoke to me ebout an expedltlon into the western border of the
Black Hills in north eastern Wyoming with a view of locating a vein of
locamotive coal and opening a mine . The Burlington was still looking
forward to the completion of the projected line to the Black Hills. In
fact their plans ran still farther afield. Mr. Holdridge, the manager,
had a fine ranch on Goose Creek in norphern Viyoming. In that direction
lay a vast and rich stock county, into which the road was desirous of
extendlng its line° bepnd lay Jontana and the trans continenyal line of

the Norther Pacific.
In this vast virgin terrltory there was prospect of great developa
ment.In harmony with their larger plan,the crack lovatlng engineer of th
Burlington, had surveyed a tentive line bepnd the Black Hills and to
Sheridan country at the base of the Blg Horn Mountains. It seems there
was some difference of opinion among the Burlington officials as-to the
advisability of further extension towards the Black Hills, and particular-
ly with regard to the extension beyond the Hills toward Montana. All agreed
however, that these extensions should not be undertaken unless coal suitable
" +to locomotive use colld be fond somewhere on the projected line.

In the area beond the Hils, beginning in the Belle Fourche country

and-extending to and beyond Goose Creek country.There was no end of coal
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such as it is. Massive veins of lignite of varying grades, improving in
quality as one went north, wefe exposed to view in every creek bed and
water wash- good fuel this, for many pmposes, but impossible for us in
the locomotives of the da&Curiously enough, no one thought at the time
of adjusting the fire boxes and exhusts to this fueljthat came later.
What was needed now was ddl coal somevhere in that north west country
that a locomotive as then %ﬁ# built and equipped , could burn, and it
appeared likely thta until this fundimental want could be supplied, there
would be little further extension of the Burlington into theb northwest.

During the summef Jefferson B. Weston, Nebraska pioneer and banker,

mutual friend of the Burlington officials ans: the Rllpratlcs, had driven
Gillett survey

over eportion of ZIXELL/siffdy and on 01l Creek near the Vyoming line
had met one, llike Gladhough, who had found some small pieces of Coel,
washed out of Fuller Canyn by floods and following up the Canyon hed
locatea two thln bcnds fwom’whlch these fragents hed broken. They had
been analyzed and proved to be bituminus coal. If a workable vein were
found and made avallable for locomotive purposes, the Burllngton would
be disposed to exbmiAd its line onto north eastern wyomlng. IT Kilpatric
Brothers were instrumental in finding such coal anq having a ﬁine -
opened, they would stand a good chahce of securing a contré¢t.fo? the
building of such a line- or at least if their bid was low enough. The
line would be more than three hundred miles in length- a contract wotkh
striving for . Just how much of this Robert Kilpatrick told at this
first interview I dont remember., At any rate he proposed that I go
into Wyoming to the place where these thin bands of coal, sald to be
suitable for engine use, hed been found and endeavor to locate a

workable vein.
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Just wvhy I was selected for this job I héve never known. I
Had some knowledge of geology and minerology vased on the study
influenced by the granite ¥AEAg¥ boulder on the Iova homestead ,
and gleaned by further study and inquiry spurred by the sojourn
zmong the mikes on the Ten Mile. Of the natuze of cogl , of the
namer of its occurance, O of its mining, I Ez”w'but 1igtle, Tut
fhere was opportunity for real acventnﬂe imo & romentic region of
a quest which, if successﬂul, ﬁéﬁ% might have far reaching results
T tried to somevhat conceul the enthusizem with vhich I received the
proposel end thenking my employer for the confidence indicated by
hie offer,told him I voulé be glecd To g0 forth on the coal hunt end
immecictely begen preparations for the jourmey.
Some vhere I found é book or two relating to cozl znd coel m:nlno
cnd in my ecegrch ceme ypon 2 recent réporﬁ on the Black Hills vhich I
.reac wavenously.Tt geve a brief description of the geolegy of the Tilk
~ folloved by an inspiring review of their precious gingralsi‘and*tOWards
the close, seemingly as a sort of afterthought the Statement-_" ang.bﬁ
the measures of the Black Hllls/ﬁliit/dfé/ddZ/ uplift are coal bearing."
If the author had written that paragraph for the special purpose of
discoureging my enterpise, he cold not have worded it more effegtlve;y,
end yet I said to myself ™ They have found some cocl SO the vxiter st

- =

have been mistolen, "I Gid not repart oy findé. I vas my business to prove if

Tt wes & modGe i im Walters and I got togetherfor cur

venture into the unknovm. Two tents, scme cooking wlensils, a Zew nining ZAX

tools, several kegs of powder, enough provisions to last thirty days,our

bed rolls and some heavy clothes in whigh_was wrapped a good vinchester

rlfle. All these with# a ﬂood strong waoon and four stout horses, we loaded

into a box car and took up uar Jjournéy to Buffalo Gap, on the eastern #X
slope nearly a hundred mies across the Black Hills.




S-670 ~£L ) B S-679

~ The Black Hills which spread broadly 1nto Wyomlng are a great s
uplift  of pine clad hills and _rugged peaks rlsing abruptly above a vast
surrounding sea off flat or rolling treeless plains. It was pne favorlte
home and hunting ground of the Sioux and they defended it stdutlyv until
the Federal Govermment urged by a re51stless tide of gold seekers, had-
some ten years before our coming, persuaded the red men thru means
familiar to our histdry, surrender these happy hunting grounds to the
vhite man, The region is as fair as the country around 1t is in its ndi
natural state,sombre and unlnteresting.Its numberless_small vallies are
fertile,its pine clad hill SldeS? its jumbled rocks and sharp granite
neaks, picturesque and beautiful, )

On a balmy morning in October John and I with our heav11y loaded
four, took up the trek across the central hills toward our Wyoming
destlnatlon.Country veee heavy and the going slow.In the early after-
noon we camped amid the pines on the banks of a purling trout stream,
near where President Cooledge nearly forty years later made his sdmmcr
residence, As the sun was setting gloriously behind the tree crowned
hills, we drew into a beautiful end picturesque valley and the town of
.Custer, named for the dashing warrior of the plains the year he and his
gallant command fell before the encircling savage onslaught of the
Sioux on the Little Big Hornm.

The first flush of the Black Hills gold rush had subsided, the r1d1
placers had been panned out and many a promising vein had disappdinted t#s
its workers, but certain sections had proven rich, and there were optom-
istic souls who still dreamed of the fabled wealth of Alladin! 8 cave in
'every quartz lead.Under the 1oweréing sky of the early morning after our
arrival, the jolly and rotund reutdnic host of our hotel pointed success-
ively to the four quarters of the compass, assuring us that each was
"fairly lousy" with one form or another of mineral viealth.But he had never

heard of there being any coal, and so, without revealing our purpose or
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destination, we took up our road to the west. )

In those latltudes s the autumnal equinox frequently presents a
variety of weather and as we slowly wound our vay into the portals of
Hell's Canyon, a driving snow storm came on. There was no longer a road
but an o0ld dim trail winding thru the bottom of the geological gash which
early travelers had appropriately named.As the afternoon wq?e on the

" snow thickened. The wind increased and passing out of the canyon we
entirely lost our way and went rocking over stony hill tops and plunging
thru heavy snow drifts. Good luck brought us to the ranch hoﬁse of
"Flk Mountain" Smith. The horses comfortably sheltered in-Smiths barn,
we sat down to an appetizing supper of venison'and corn cakes in the big
log dining room of the rench and by the light of blazing logs #n the
great fire place we listened to the tales of adventure that Smith had
experienced along the Deadwood-Sidney Stage coach road in earlier days.

Our instructions as to our destination weee to keep the Hell's €anyon
trail to the I, A K ranch, the old"Jenny stockade" on the border of i_
Wyoming and from there to follow? if we could, the old round up‘ﬁraiinu
some five miles along the western slope of the Hills to where it was said
we might expect to find some recent wagon pracks climbing the flank of
the hills to a rolling table land and thence some.miles farther to the

'log cabin of Jim Fuller at the head of Fuller Canyon,The morning dawnédl
clear and bright with the snow melting rapidly; every dry wash and
swale ran deep with a muddy flood and'there were no bridges. Travel was
therefore slow and the suns rays came level from the wesh as we navigated
a gap in the Hills into the valley of Stockade Beaver, and saw below
us the substantial log buildings of the L A K where we hoped to pass
another comfortable night.

We were disappointed in this expectation however ; the owner was

not at homej there had been some disagreement between the locating
engineers and the ranch people, and, assuming that we were some viey
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connected with the proposed line, we found no welcome, Crossing the
creek, which we found near swimming deep, we labored thru the gathering
twilight westward.We were about to cemp when we discovered the water of
the clear little stream we had reached was salt.Plunging on through the
gloom we camped on the banks of a smell, muddy stream near the mouth of
a narrow canyon.It was a wet, dreary camp. We unddubtedly would have been
cheered could we have realized that within two years we begin the con-
version of our camping ground into a bustling frontier town. .

A short distance beyond our camp a dim but fresh traﬁl wound thru
the stunted pine and cedar up ‘the flank of the Hills.Our stout team had
to be rested every few minutes and it was late afternoon before we reached
the summit, then dropping abruptly down Zﬂfﬁ a shale hill and traveling
thru low pines , we reached the open table land and were cheered by the
light in the Fuller cabin-our journey's end.

. | * ok  k _

Fﬁler Canyon heads abrppgly into the table land where & spring had»formed
a great cave in the soft sandstone, and here , a year before, a flood of
water spout dimensions had plunged toward the plain, and about a half
mitle down the canyon, torn deep into the disintegrated rock and exposed
for a few feet in the canyon bottom, two narrow bands of coal.On the edge
of the table land , a hundred yards above the coal exposure, we pitched
our tents and constructed temporary shélter for our horses on the hill
side.while_thus engaged, ther came to us from dovm the traii a deep-voiced
salutation,Looking up we beheld a figure of iowering heighth and correspond
-ing breadth. A mighty head surmounted by masses of curl?y red haidr,heavily
| loned features illuminated by a broad and friendly smile.It might have
been old Thor, himself. Instead it was " Big Mike" Gladhough,

Squatting on the grass beside our tent I discudsed with Big Mlke

the plan of campaign. The winter would soon be upon us with heavy snows
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. Warm camps were essential, Mike, who proved himself a mighty man with
adz and{broad ax, was employed to aid and superintend the construction
of the camp on a pine sheltered bench in a canyon near the coal vein
and he advised as to helpers in that undertaking. By noon the location
had been selected, the clearing of the ground undertaken and from tﬁis
beginning that part of our wprkvwent-steadily forward, o

The weeks before we completed our log cabins, were cold and windy
and our thin tents on the exposed canyon rim most uncomfortable, but
during the early days of this period we engaged in an out of season .
haying operation, We must have rough feed for our horses and as no
hay was obtainable we borrowed a mower from Fuller, and in a low swale
in the table land cut enough dead grass to make a sizeable stack of
the éo called hay. The curing was not much of an operation for the
grass had not only been subject to the hgaﬁy»ﬁrqst but it had been
covered with a fine blanket of snow. It certainly was not ideal feed
but it toék our stock through the winter, supplemented with a goodly
sﬁpply’of oats. S ] i
Our problem was to find a vein of coal as good as the best in

our two thin bands and thick enough to pay for miningJ_five feet or
more., The logical proceedure might have been to seék elsewhere- to
the eastward where there were broad areas- but a search &f a canyon
in that direction gave no signs of coal; so we planned to drift on
our thin veins with a view of determining whether they were thickened
as they ran back under heavy cover. This was hard, slow work- the two
veins, each less than a foot in thickness, were seperated by about two

feet of hard sandstone so we drove a_fdur and a half foot tummel, the

two coal seams and sandstone '“horset.
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‘ In the early Winter the cabins were completed and we moved doﬁn
into the canyon near our coal veins, among the pines énd_into_more
comfoftable quarters. With augmented forces we began anothﬁr drift-
the first was to the south east, the second to the northwest— and
these under way, we started another shaft farther up the canyon, where
we expected to cut the veins at a debt of fifty feet._

December brought very cold weather- twenty below_zgro-_and hequ
snow. Hells canyon was impassable? so we turned for suppiies in the
opposite direction to Sundance, our county seat, fifty miles north west-
Sundance, nestling in its narrow valley between the pine clad slopes .
of the Bear Lodgg and the abrupt granite precipice of Sundance Hountain,
Sundance gave us welcome, for we were also of Wyoming, and our coming

- was appreciated, our trade helpful. Here we purchased supplies for our
christhass dinner. Invitations went out to the Y-T Ranch, to Beaver
Creek, and of course to our only near neighbors, The Fuller's and
Vallentine's and christmass eve we dedicated our new .camp. Fuller
furnished the venison, Mrs Vallentine backed cakes, and Hans, our cook,
did himself proud. It was a merry party, and after a bountiful dinner,
the tables were moved back,and to the‘stirring strains of the harmonica
of Hans and old Bill Jones's fiddle, we danced good old fashioned
square dances on the rough, unplaned floor. There were dnly seven
women, so to make two "fours", Big Mike, his strong right arm bedeckgd
with a red bandana as d distinguishing mark,,became the extra "lady",
and thus the dance went on, until breakfast was served and our party
came to an end as, in the clear cold of the early morning, we bade our

guests good-by.

Checked for accuracy ja v@-& W
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In drifts and shaft the work went steadlly on and as it prc;ﬁ
I began work down the canon,to determme why there was no coal exposure ‘
beyond the narrow space in whic the flood waters had exposed the vein.
Big Mike was a masﬁer hand at- this work.We dug _fai' into the hillside but
there was no coal-instead there was very thin layer of clay-like material
which when cast into water dissolved. It was not clay but ash- the ash
left by the burning of the vein.We dug into thé hillside day after day
through broken rock and finally came to coal-not quite as thick as where
we viere working-less than a foot,but where it had burned it had left
about half an inch of ash, We had found the solution of our problem. .
but we did not realize it at the t:.me. , |

One of our boys hunting at the head of Plum Creek,six miles nor‘c.h,
had found a smudge of black material he thought might be coal, but before
I found t:ime to investlgate it the snow was so deep it did not seem
pos51b1e _to_, reach it.We tried it however, with stout saddle and pack
horses and found the blackened remains of an old stump.But the place
looked favorable, and after considerable prospecting we found & ledge of
the alum-tainted sandstone that lay above our coal vein at camp. It did
not seenm viorth while to establish a camp on this uncertain show:.ng, 80
with several stout horses ve broke a tradl from camp and with two hardy
fellows I began dally horse back trips to work this new prospect.Ve found
coal-thin and of poor quali'by,but now we knew where the vein lay in that
section.That helped later. |

Durlng the perlod of- this long range prospectn.ng,we came to be short
df meat at camp,so one afternoon I left the boys in camp at their work,
telling them not to await my return, and leaving my saddle horse by our
camp fire,I started over the hill in search of a deer.A mile sou’ch in an
évergreen thicket I found my game, a beautiful black tail buck.He was

feeding,and as he raised his head , the look in his brown eyes so dis-
co ;
nserted me that what should have been a fatal shot was almost a miss
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and the buck 1eaped into a thicket and away leav1ng a trail of blood
from a broken 1eg.0f course I followed ,$dX one could not leave a wounded
deer.At every brush cover he stopped to rest and was away again at my app-
' roach.And so for more than a mile down the narrowing gulch and into a
rocky canon.In a fine grove of aspen on the edge of a park-like opening
the chase was ended.I dressed my buck,hung him out of reach of wandering
wolves and looked about.It was an attractive spot at the junction of
branching canons whose slopes were aspen and pine clad,entrancing now with
a heavy meni2e of snow.But it was far from my horse and camp-the winter
dusk was falling -and from the north an icy,piércing wind was swaying the
tree tops.We shall hear more of this canon of the aspen patch later.

The struggle throug”the snow back to the camp that night,rather light
-1y clad as I was,and in the face of a sleet-laden zero gele, is one of
those adventures which one does not careY, to remember too clearly.It was
an experience such as demonstrates the triumph of thelwill over the flesh,
the force of the spiritual urge that carries on when bodily numbness apd
exhaustioﬂpubmerge all physicél fear and cry out for a moment's rest what
ever the consequences, |

The piercing north wind held true-it was the only gulde in the gather—
ing darkness to the final hilltop which revealed the dim glow of the
smouldering campfire and brought the welcome vhinny of my saddle horse
shivering beside it., |

T eh long winter evenings of these prospectlng days afforded plenty of
time for reading, but I had brought only a few books, and thes had been
read and re-read, and I looked for more mental fodder.I found it in the
small but excellent iibrary of IMr. Benjamin Fowler, attorney at Sundance
and thatof a mining frien at Custer-history,biography,geology and law
mostly.Newspapers and magazines furnished thelighter.reading,thqugh they
were from a week to ten days old at the best when they reached us.

The region in which we were located was fine game country.The adjacent

~
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'plaiﬁs werethe home of large npmbgrsbf sage hen,'andlin fhg}hi;ls vere
covies of mountain grouse,The pine-clad gpland slopes and canons shelterdd
white and black tail deer, and the bpen spaces viere theAfee&ing grgupdsLof
bands of antelopes.The coyotes were sufficiently_numerous.to afford us a
regular twilight serenade;timber wolves roamed far and wide and the rough
areas harbored an occassiongl mountain lion.We-wére too busy to spend
much time hunting,but I frequently rode with a rifle and six shooter hung
to my saddle, and as our saddle horses -were gun trained and would stand
wheré_ever left with reins trailing,'I found ﬁany opportunities for godd'
sport. - - ] _ ‘
ihe first days of spring brought Bill Kilpatrie and a''Down East'coal
geologist,a Mr. C.We checked the evidence of our work in the dfifts so far-
only a slight thickening of the vein and a thlnnlng of the sandstone towards
" ~the east, demonstratlng that our work here was frultless and not affording
much hope of a workaeble vein farther east .We continued the wark on the
- shaft,however,and with a view of testing the veins fa;ther up the canon
installed a light hand power, diamond drill. A o
During the winter as friendly cow punchers drifted into camp from
time to time,they brought stories of dark exposures in one direction or
another, which they thought might be worth 1nvest1gat1ng.0ne of these was on
0il Creek near the ranch of-Jimmie Lagrieves,twelve miles northwest?and.
under tﬁe leadership #f Bill Kilpatrick we organized to test it out. The
 snow drifts were still decp and travel over the rough country difficult,so
we started on'the new queat with light equipment-taking with us some long
steel drills and most of our remaining supply of‘black povder.Early spring
is always disagreeable in that country-and this was a particularly disagree~
able spring.Arriving at our destination and withoutowaiting to set up our
flimsy camp,we tackled a black lookding exposure on a steep hillside.The

conditions did not invite leisurely proceedure. We drilled deep into the

slope,blew out quite a considerable chamber,loaded in all our bowder,and
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touched it off. It was a fine shot-it blew off the entire hill front amd
left a five foot bed of carbonized shale that would burn a trifle if
carefully coaxed and tended,but was valueless as a fuel.We prospected the
country round about for a few days and then returned to Fuller Canon. -

| Our geologist was all for examining the ligmite field farther on
west-he entertained the hope that there might be some coal suitable to
our purpose.Leaving the shaft and.drill crews at work,we organized for the
trip west;taking énough men and equipment to establish a number of small
camps.Working our way off the table land we took the roundup trail to
. Buffalo Creek,past the Ship ﬂﬂﬁéﬁdﬂ Vheel Ranch and on to Donkey Creek,
where we left our first caupvthree men, a few tools,a small tent and "grub"
enough to last a: few days Then on..to Sténe Pile Draw and northward to the
breaks of the Little Mlssourl River and west again to the rugged slopes
of Wild Horse Creek,leaving a small camp at that point.Here lir. Kilpatrick
| and Mr. C. left us for further excgfsiqﬁ to Powder River,and on tg_Goose
Creek,where lay some lignite veins.The spring weather was chilly but
clear and the work was interesting. - o

John Walters was comblnation cook and teamster for the expedition,The

boys had entertained Mﬁﬁﬁé Mr, C. with lurid tales of spring freshets of
flood proportions,suddenly transforming a d:y.gplcb into a raging torrent

and carrying everything to destruction in its path. On the occasion of our
first stqp,practicél John vwanted to camp in a low sheltered spot near
vater-lr. C. with the flood stories in mind,preferred the hilltdp. It
vias my unpleasaﬁt duty to decide between these.two op@nions,‘andaas.ﬁe.weee
dependant on John for our food,I decided in his favorjwhere upon Ilr, C.-
with supper having been served in the open,as the night came dn,qarried
his blanket roll to an adjacent hill,out of the way of all possible
freshets.The morning disclosed him sleepimg in the viecinity of the rest
of the party-his descent from the hilltop_haying occured sometime during-
the night,when a coyote chorus from the surrounding hills got iﬁ;é fuli |
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cry+Neverthelzes, the disagreement occured each evenlng,also the temporary
‘ encampment of MPf, C. on the hilltop and his descent therefrom éééﬁ some
time during the night. ) : ‘ _ , o L

With a good horse and a trusty rifle slung from my saddle,I journeyed
from camp to camp,changing_locations,directiné«the prospecting and orderigg
supplies from time to timejand thus vie explored_a'wide area.There vias no
end of coal,but none of it was suitable for locomotive use. The country was
full of ahtelopg and every cfeek bend thicket and lignite blowout harbored
black tail deer.It required little effort and afforded fine sport to keep
the camps in venison, o

Mr. Kilpatrick and Mr. C, were not successtl 1n 1ocat1ng coal to the
southwest and returning they left us to conclude our search.No favorable
.prospecté having been developed,we gradually withdrew from tbevlignitg_r
country and re-assembled our forces in the Fuller Canon camp.Our men iﬁ_ii
ehargh of shaft and diamond drill had penetrated the vein with no result
except to further ipdicate the possibility of the thickening of the vein
farther to the east. o S B o

About this time the need of supplies available »only at that p01nt
necessitated a journey to Deadwood and Lead in the eastern Hills.It wvas
" a difficult sixty miles,with no road except the dim reminder of an old
salt trail,and, farther on, the 0ld Deadwood-Sidney stage coach road.Bup
the crude road making necessary to get the wégons down off the table land
and into the valley of Salt Creek,six miles northeast, exposed a thin band
of coal, worthless except as it fixed our coal horizon in that direction.
We now had located our vein at Fuller Canon, at the head of §§§§ Creek and
on Salt Creek,but at none of these ssations was there anything approaching
a workable vein of coal.Between these widely seﬁerated logations lay the

wide table 1gnd,cut neaf its eastern edge by a series of canons of varying

depth, in one of which lay the aspen patch where I had killed the buck the
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winter before, and to this location we now turned.

* %k %

The vallies and canons that cut the wide table land were grassed and pine &
clad, the brush and tree-grovm slopes covered the rock ledges affording no
evidence of coal.We were about to put to test the theory 6f4bu;p@ng the
band as we had developed it in Fuller Canon, in an effort to lecate under
these grass& slopes the ash band-whicp would reveal the thickness and
character of the vein-if it was there.With pack outfits I located three
small camps-one in the canon beside the aspen patch,one in a canon a mile
awayto the northeast towards Plum Creek,another towards Salt Creek towards
"the east at theae three different points we began to trench the h11151des
with a view of uncovering the rock fronts and locating the points where the
coal should appeaf. | ,

It seemed a very questionable Venture,but‘our boys went at it with
enthusiasm-Mike O'Connel(Iron Car Mike) James E.(General Grant)and (REV)
Levi R. Davisin charge .It was some time before we wérengle to locate, -
even approximately the geoiogical horizon of the ~vein,but finally above'the
aspen patch we discovered it , and dr1v1ng thru the 1oose ‘material came upon
the ash.And what a find it was -nearly four inches in thickness.It looked
like a band of fire clay, but a fragment dashed into a bucket of paﬁer dis-
persed and revealed its ashen character. Soon the other camps located it .
and there vias lively and exciting contest between these three small groups.
Around the campfires, the boys, from the body and color of the ash, made ---
guesses on the thickness and character oftthe coal and when we should strlke
it. : , . L

We had supposed it was only a.matter of a few feet to the face of-the
coal,buﬁ the massive sandstone ledges above the vein had,as the fire raged
inward from the‘dutcroppings,long and firmly held thei? place,admitting

aﬁk/to feed the flames as they advanced under the hill. We were none of us
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except Davis,practical miners,and that was fortundte,as we would have
adopted the slow careful timbering méthods of such gentry. Instead we -
drove narrow entries thru the bréken rock arching them at the tép. They
were not entirely safe-but fortune favored.ué for we»had.no.geripus.rock
falls.Day after day from the crack of dawn until dusk, thé work went
steadily on;Wé rebuilt the vheelbarrows with which we removed the soil,
in order to get them thru our narrow entrles. )
Gradually the material we were penetraxlng grew firmer. The rock
roof in settling to its new bed had here been but slightly brokeq_apd_;t .
waé ﬁot easily mined,as we dared not use powder -in our shaky drifts,but
at the bottom was that ash holding its_thickngss:ég ﬁe advgﬁqéai}fv@ég é\;i
potent load stone leading us on and spdrring us to activity;We finally |
agreea as to the probablefthickness of the drift and concluded it had a
band of inferior material in thg center,as evidenced by a black streak in
‘the creamy ash.,We strove stremuously to confirm our strengthining faith.
Grant flrst reached the unburned seam,more than & hundred feet 1n
from the mouth of his entry.There it stood-31x and one half feet f%ﬁm of
it,black and shiny,apparently of excellent quality.There was no rest in
the.other entries after the shrill signal previously agreed upon announced
the find and curiously enough, within twentyfour hours all three had
reached the unbufned coal vein,The front was about the same in character
and quality,but thickest was Davis!' entry, and in every case it was remark-
able how accurately we had gauged both thickness and quality from the ash
seams. _ _ ' . _
It will be realized that we lost no time in dispatching tﬁe news by a
swift carrier to the nearest telegraph statibn?and by wire to our anxious
friends and they céme swiffly to view the find.The days and months of
toil and effort and repeated disappointment were all forgoxten.in the

assurance that we had found the object of our intensive search,and that

. coal extended under a wide area.
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While we were satisfied as to the character of our fuel,the Burling-
.ton people were in this behalf "Doubting Thomases'jthey wanted it tested.
There were no roads near the openings,the sevenmile canon leading to the
nlains was impassable,the descent from the table land with a heavily
loaded wagon difficult.Laborously,sack by sack and basket by~nesket,tne
coal was packed up the hills from the entﬁies}loaded_onto wagons and with
good strong teams eased down the hills and hauled over rough unbridged
trails a hundred and forty miles to the end of the ?ails of the advancing
line at Allience,Nebraska.There the test was made on the Burlington loco-
motives,the coal pronounced acceptable and we were faced with the problem
of mining it. .

* * *

The coal found,the work had just begun.Title must be secured to the
Government land on whlch we vere to operate,mlnes must be opened,a saw
'mill bulit to supply mlne and bulldlno materlals swagon roads must be con-
structed to connect the various operations and a railroad down the canon
seven miles to the junction of the propoeed_line.At this point a town must
be built where headquarters of the various operations vwould be established.
There was also a hundred and forty miles of line to be graded and ironed
- Lo connect our operations with the end of the line at Alliance,but this
latter was no part of my job, _ o -

To even begin these projects we must get out of Fuller Canon camp.
The Fuller farm was purchased and then Big Mike was put in charge of the
erection of permanent log bnlldlngs,cqmmodlous and well built houses and %ﬁ
barns.I called it the Home or lount Zion Ranch anQ a real ranch it became
and for some time, the headquarters of operations.Over the long,tough trail
from Alliance,equipment was hauled for the sawmill,laborously up the table
and by block and tackle down the canonythree miles below the mines “to be,

~which someone wisely suggested be called Cambria. The wagon road dovn the
canon to the saw mill and four
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miles farther to the plains was soon under way.As rapidly as men and materidl

could be assembled,the mine openings vere AEEEHBLEd, started-wide, stoutly
timbered double opentngd on either side of the aspen patch,christened"Jumbo"
and"Antelope" . ) A o

It was soon after these operations were well under way and our pay roll
‘had assumed considerable dimensions that we began to be troupled with boot-
leggersathile we were but few in numbers and fifty miles from the nearest
source of wet goods, we had but little trouble with drinking among our menj
but now were sufficient in number to tempt liquorAexpeditions.Furthermore,
.we realized.that some enterprising ginmiil proprietor might at any time
locate a a saloon in our very midst.With a view of pfeventing such an occur-
ance,I had encouraged our men in vhom I had cqnfidence,and who were disposed
to do so,to homestead the non-coal lands in our vicinify. 7

There still remained much open publuc land and we watched all comers
with a view of discouraging a whisky "Joint" near our act1v1t1es untll there
might be a town established whee authorities could control such enterprises.

In this situation, there appeared at camp one day,one f} R. Curran,whom
I knew as the genial proprietor of an extensive wet goods and gambling estab-
lishment at Custer.l surmised at once the purpose of Mr. Curran's visit and
_he lost.no time in disclosing it.In his usual urbane and jocular way he
statedd,that as,with pur inchSing number of workers,someone woﬁld be tempt-
ed to locate in the viecinity to''quench the thirst and afford them entertainm
ment when the dry climate gets on their nerves,and thelr pay beglns to burn
holes in teir pockets."It had occured to him that quite pr¢p Ey he might be
the party to supply that growing need,

My visitor furter stated that while his business was selling whiskey
and the opportunity to indulge in a "square game of chance" he realized that
these things dié not mix well with the orderly conduct of such enterprisgs

as we had in hand, at least in the immediate vicinity of such operationse
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~Would I there fore suggest some point '"not too near and not too fop"
where he mlght conduct his bu81ness with the least possible interférence
w1th mine.I assured him I was quite content to have the nearwst salZonn
fifty miles away,but I realized that condition could not long continge and
expressed the hope that if he did conclude to move into our vicinity,he
would not insist on becoming too near a neighbor-adding "Where did you
think of locating?® , ) S
"Well",saidnCurran,"As I came up this way from the L.A. K. I noticed
a nice,smooth bench,sheltered by hills beside a small,élear stream.It
struck me as being a pretty location-perhaps not near enough to your work
to be objectionable,I was much inclined to favor iﬁ,especially when I dis-
covered the water of the crekk was very salty-that's not at all objection-
able from my viewpoint.Wonder if you would object to me locating on Salt
" Creek and using my influence to dissuadg the othef whiskey merchants from
getting neared your work," he continued;I was so relieved that he had not
proposea & nearer locaion that I offered no objection to the proposal,for
it was four mlles to our nearest. work and almost elght miles to _the Home
Ranch.Curran should have had the honor of naming the new town,but returning
to Custer the location of his new venture was noised about and noigpe.bgipg
disposed to question it,a grocer named Tubbs reached Salt Creek with a 1o§d

of groceries and christened the place "Tubtown" before Curran arrived with

his goods,

Some months later there came to our camp,a modest little gentleman,

dresses in clerical garb,who introduced himself as Reverend Smith.He inform
-ed me that,looking for a new field of missionary work,he had arrived in o
Tubtown and upon inquiring for the leading citizen had been referred-to Mr.
Curran.To Curran he ghd disclosed his purpose of erecting a building of o
- worship between Mr. Curran's establishment and a similiar institution near

by.Mr. Curran,he said,had politely but firmly suggested that a more suitable
spot could be found a few rods down the road in a clump of cedars
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and advised that"locating. between tvio drlnklng and gambllng JOlntS is not
appropriate for your worthy. purpose." i B o

Reverend Smith further informed me that notwlthstandlng Curran's -
prosestatlons,he ahd persisted iin.the purpose of "brlng;pg the influence of
religion right into the very center of those dens of iniquity;ﬁvHe_had;,:/
therefore purchased and had hauled to the spot he had chosen several.loads .
of lumber and hac thereupon gone to Custer for éﬁother material,"Will you -
-believey he said,almost tearfully,"that vhen I returned ffcm Custer this -
" morning,all my lumber was gonejand when I'complained to Mr. Curran about it
he said he had noted that it was qqite green and as the climate was very
dﬁy,nO‘doubt‘it had in my absence,evaporated,"_ '_ - ’ _

"I have tome to you for advice,'continued Reverend Smith,because‘Iyamg‘
told you have the management cf the various activities'iﬁ”this region.," I. Y
told Reverend Smith that I agreed with Mr, Curran d@s to the proper iccetion
of his church,and that if he concluded to adopt this location I thcught I
mlght help/.Together we went to Tubtown-the new site was selected Curran
contrlbuted to the erection of the edifice and got all hls.fellow tcwns-f
“men to do the semejthe evaporated lumber reappeared;the church was built ~
and continued as a place of worship until with the building of Newcastle,-
“Tubtown faded awiay « o

* * * ]

. Some years before our coming,George Jacobson,a Deadﬁood miner,'had éﬁs+
covered an oil spring a mile west of what we now call Cambria Canon- debouche;
on the plain,The Homestake miners who flocked to the new and novel find
1ocated all of the surrounding countny along the foot of the Hills w1th
placer: clalms.,whlch they,or their successors continued to hold wafaéﬁﬁﬂaﬁﬁﬁs
‘or questionable assessment work.This was the situation when wé came to ex-
-amine the region about the mouth of tﬁevdanon,where:the branch of the. néﬁ
‘mines would conmect with the main line,and where the new town would forn the

head quarters of the contemplated development whic would naturally be built,
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The claims were somewhat questionable, but ignore them would be to invite
trouble, so they vere purchased-presentlng the problem of proving that they
contained oil and thus securing tltle,or'b#prﬁzﬁg/ proving thid they did
not and then securing the title otherwise, o

~To this end we embarked on a an entlrely new enterprise, drllling for
oiljwe were 21l new at that game and in our hurry to get under way ,I
established a wretchedly inadequate camp in the early spring off 18%89,at
almost the exact spot where John Walters and I had camped in 1887,We
brought the diamond drill down from Fuller canon ,fibé miles to the nofth
west to supplement the Austrlan drlll w1th whlch vie began operations.As fa
as I know, this was the flrst use of a’ dlamond drill in an oil operation.
In connection with this drilling we,anticipated the‘"Roatry" by making and
using it in the softer shales, a steel bit, in lieu of tﬁe diamond stuaded'
bit.We made fine progress with this outfit, but fiaally lost our core |
barrel at the bottom of a 600 foot hole.It is still tﬁefe.We.cut_the_oil
sand at varying depths with both drills and found in a small quantity a
beautiful,naturai,highgrade lubercating 0il.On this disuovery,the.;andsrj
were patented,and on a portiom'of them we proceeded to the build the towm
appropriately named Newcastle. N

From the beginning of our operations in wyoming,there had been the
tedious and expensive long haul,over almost impossible roads,of farm _product
essential to man and beast, and'it vigs therefore quite natural that we should
look for nearer sources of supply.The venturesome Fullers and Vallentines
had sought to supply the like needs by growing vegetables and forage crops
unknown in~£his section, After establishment of the Home Ranch, I Began to
branch out W1th a like adventure, and with rather marked success, until
eventually we had upwards of a thousand acres of the rolling upland under
cultivation and cropped with wheat, rye, . barley, oats, potatoes, and a

variety of forage Crops. It was the beglnnlng in that section, .of the "Dry
Farming"
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Cambria Caﬁon had ﬁo water supply,save g'small alum-tinctured spring.
And fora time this bustling scene of development , as well as the operation
at the new townsite of Newcastlg, depended upon the precarious supply of
water hauled from the small spring mid wey of the canon.Four miles north
west of Cambria beyond thg towering walls of the table land, 1ay~spri?g
fed SweetAWater;the opening of the springd to increase the supply, , the
construction of a meandering flume to convey the water to the waters of
Salt Creck Canon,the eréction of a pumping plant to boost the waters over
the hill to Cambria,-gﬁggé essential enterprises, promptly undertaken,
and not whithstanding the numberless difficulties, speedily completed,
* * * . |

Newcastle, Minerva like, sprang from the brow of the rough_pinen¢lgd -
slopes bordering thebplain, full panoplied. Its virgin hills sides Wit@eéé-
ed no prolonged period of shack and cabin, but substantial structures of
brick and stone, equipped with up to date wgper fixtures and connected
with a sewer system, fixed its first skyline, A briek yard and a stone
" quarry were among the first of our enterprises for the town, and even
before the clear stream of sweet water had reached Cambria, work had
begun on the seven mile pipe line down .the canon for Newcastle's water
suppl&.I grew impatient of the slow and difficult progress of the water
line, however, and habtily laid a theree mile pipe line from Cave Springs
to afford a temporaty water supply.I never felt entirely comfortable about
this expenditure, but it served its purpose and thése whose money I was !
thus lavishly sﬁending gave np éign of dissaproval. I think I would have £
felt better if they UAYZ/ had,

* * *
Y -

The construction of the railway line from Alliance progressed very
steadily, but the mining developmen£ could not await ifs coming, so.up

over the long tough gumbo road, across the treacherous sands and through
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the spring floods of the Cheyenne River came the long string of teams
bearing the great boilers and air compressors for the mines. Doubling
teams, they made the steep ascent of the east table and with block and
tackle their burdens were lowered into Cambria Canon, and set in place

- vere had stood the aspen patch in which I hung the hlack tail buck.

* %k *

People as busy as all our people were have little timg‘pr inciin—

ation for disorder, and except for our resident deputy shertff,ﬁho had

so little to do that I can not recallbhis name,tere had becn no repres-
entative pf civil authority in our midst. But with the opening of our

new townéite,building operatdons progressed rapidly, both in the business
and residential districts, and large and substantial bu11d1ng housing the
company store and offices ,and equally substantlalZ{/bu51ness blocks,
were completed and occupied.Tubtown came enmasse, -saloons and dance
halls- aplenty and thus within a brief period out of pines and sage brush
arose a substantial communtity,with considerable resident and a large
floating population with the need of a local governément.

With the need, in accordance of American custom, came the ﬁédééts
necessary action ,on October 25 ,1889, an appllcation for 1ncorporat10n ;
of the town of Newcastle was madeyand on Nuwember 12 an election was
hekd and I was elected mayor of the new tovn.I cast my first ballot.

Two years and a month héd elapsed since our coming .In those days,Vyo
-ming not only licensed saloons but such gambling games as Roulette
and Faro. Every well established séloon had its games of chance, unless
they varied the program by conducting dance hall with their inevitable
young women attendants. .

Newcastle, before we organized our city government,had required
all these evidences of a lively and hustling frontier tovm. It was a
well recognized fact thét the peace and good orger of a community in

which many people carried guns was most subject to serious disturbance,
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by reason of thé some what play habit of a certain caass of gun-toaters,
of announcing their arrival or departure -or both- by shooting up the town,
This form of amusement vas more litk2ly to be due to an excees of animal
and 1iquid spirits than to any deep seated postile.pqrpose,but it dia
annoy nervous people, and if freely indulged in was quite certain to lead
to serious tr&uble. B o _ .> )

With this in mind our city fathers-Baird, Curran, Davis ,Wiker and
myselfkheld meeting the following evening of our election ,and, declarlng
an emergency,flxed a f1ne of fifty dollars for the firing of fire arms Wlth
in the City limits,and our newvly app01nted mershel,Jim Swisher, was strictly
charged with fhe enforcement of this,our first ordinance,without fear or
favor.Having thus preformed our duty, I was awakened from & sound sleep by
the sharp staccato of pistol shots accompanied by a series of ear splitting
yells,as a rider galloped dovm the main street of our tovmn,

Thus was our first ordanence shattered before the ink recording it

" was dry. o
Bplght and early the next morning Swisher came to report thls fractureﬂ

Hi‘

of ‘the ‘law,Instead of appearlng offlcally 1nd1gnant &s I had expected,he

’

apperaed almost apologetic as he announced that the offender of the evening '
before was one, Hunter Bowen,Now Swisher knew that Hunter was one of my best
frlends and in charge of our sawmill up the canon, and he inquired with a
merry twinkle in his eges if it was my W1sh that he ride beyond the limits
of his jurisdiction and bring in the culprit.I told him I would attend to tle
matter myself, and thus it became my painful duty at the mill to inform
Hunter that he owed our new municipality fifty dollars end an aplogy.Hunter
’ was a nice boy, but proud as became his southern breeding.He objected to the
fine and most ernestly protested to the apology, explaining that he had shot
at the stars and not at the town lights and knew nothing about what he__,_'

referred to as" Your fool regulation"I was pained at my friend's lawlessness
v
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however he both paid the fine- and apologized -"out of consideration for kh

the MHyor" as he was careful to explain.,And thus was established a respect
for our city ordinances.thwithstanding_thevcoming.and going of many armé
and hilarioﬁs visitors, this one was npt broken ‘agein for a long time.

Our new town government was 1n operatlon none too soon, for W1th1n a-
wekktthe last rail was laid connecting with the outer world,and amid
tumultuous rejoicing the first passenger train pulled into town, bringing‘
with it and in its wake,residential, business, and sﬁorting additions to
our population.With the additional forces frm the completed main line,
the work of grading and track laying on the mining branch was hurried
forward,the m1n1ng developpent was: expedlated, and the first train of
coal wound its way dowﬁ'{he eénon on December 4,1889;the objective of our

adventuresome expedltlon accomplished,

* * *

Then followed a busy end lively winter and spring- high pressure
development et Newcastle and Cambria and all the way between, at the saw
mill and in the logging woode, and on roads and pipe lines in the Canon,
As forces could be assembled, camps were established on thepgeﬁ railroad
lines now started and headed for Sheridem and Goose Creek.ﬁiﬁh the
coming of spring the cattle round up moved up oil creek and the ;encpmen
and cowboys in all the surreunding ceuntry added to the picturesque quota
and to the noise and bustle of the new town, B

Under the watchful eye of Jim Swisher, order of a noisy sort prevail-
ed.The saloons and dance halls paid well for their privileges and thUS"
the very considerable cost of our town improvements and upkeep was met.
The church people compalined with reason, of the f;&g&;gscalls of the
dance hall boosters on the Sabbath Day and even during the hours of

services, and it required considerable effort to secure the abatement of

this nuisance.Times were dull in all the regions round about, and so from
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gaiety
far and near, sporting gentry gatheréd to part1c1pate in the g#éXty and

shhre in the peosperity of the commnity,until we had far more than our

share of sporting professionals,some of whom were badly wanted by peace
being --
officers elsewhere.We were for the time béﬁiﬁg,the banner wide open-frontier

‘town of the north west.
(TO BE CONTINUED)

F R CORRECTION
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The activities of our section naturally attracted the

attention of the people of towns and cities farther east, who
saw in the rapid development taking place opportunities for the
extension of trade and busiﬁess.AWe were therefore the objective
6f parties of business and professional men from these communities-
"arrived at our lively tovm, the gentlemen of these parties foundu
much of interestrin our wide-open establishments. I recall in
particular one such visit, It so chanced that I had ridden one
eveniné to the Home Ranch and there, bright and early the next
morning, a mes:enger delivered to me a telegram addressed to me
as mayor, announcing the coming.of a"party of gentlemen from
Lincoln,Nebraska, and it wés signed ¢Charles E. Dawes'.
Néturall&.I was anxious to be in town and to welcome these
visitors headed by one I have heard of as an ihfluentégi young
attorney and banker of Lincoln. Hastily saddeling and mounting, _
I started towards town. I wore uy usual riding costume of the
time- boots and spurs, leather chaps, and over a blue wollen
shirt a leather jacket, the costume coﬁpleted by a wide brimmed
Stetson hat bearing a bahd of rattlesnake skin. My heay& western
saddlé carried a Winchester rifle slung in a leather holster,
and around the saddle horn was'wrgpped.a cartridge belt carrying
a Colt six-shooter. As I reached thé outskirts of the tovm I
heard the whistle of the incoming train, and spurring my steed
to a lively gallop, I brought him to an abrupt stop-at the
station, dismounted and threw the reins over his head to the
ground and left him standing, as I approached the pafty assembled
on the platform and introduced myself to I, Dawes as the mayor.
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My mamner of approach and my costume were so usua;_fgp.the
time and place that it never occured to me until I saw the
surprised looks on some of thé_visitorsz‘that_they_might think
them out of the ordinary. Later I heard versions pf_ﬁh@sAgpisode

vhich certainly reflected credit on the lively imdginations

and sﬁory-tglling qualities_pf our visiting friends. Conducting |
the party to the fine headquarters, the store and the offices,
I shed my chaps and spurs, and sallying forth, introduced them
to our leading citizens, not exgepting the proprietors of our
numerous places of refreshments, entertainment and amusement-
. our visitors appearing to be highly interesped. The leader of the
party later made a successful hunting trip in our section and

became a good friend. He then evidenced those splendid qualities
whiqh he later displeyed in business life and still later on in

an extraordinary field of important military and civil service
at home and abroad.

With the coming of spring, work prégressed_op the new_lingq
north west, and to this I gave considerable time and attention,
but there were many activities. We had for some time realige@h-
that Sweet Water would not furnish enough water for the extensive
operations co#templated at Cambria, and had therefore sought
other sources.gggrmiles northeast, beyond Salt Creek, towered the
huge, picturesque, tree crowned mountain mass,whiXch I had named

Pisgah. Near the top of its southern fronth, a liquid jewel in
its rocky crown, lay the crystal basin of a crystal spring. To

" tap this neverfailing fount and conduct its clear waters across

the valley up the steep and iron bound rocky fromt of the

mountain and down Salt Creek Canyon and over the hill-top to
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discharge them in clouds of silver spray ‘into the Cembria_ B
reservoir, was one of the most difficult and thrilling experiences
and adventures of all these enterprises, . o )

The boundaries of the workable vein at Cambria have been
fairly well determlned, but the stratum of the Cambrla vein
extended the 1ength of the western Black Hills from the Cheyenne
River to well beyond Sundance- over a hundred miles- and ten to
twenty in width. Might notlthere be some other areaf in all this
region carrying a workable vein? This was an interesting prospecting
job that I persued from time to time. I found the veins at _
intervals over all the region, but nowhere workable as to quality
or thickness. » ‘

Ve were living‘in times of important political activities.

In the fall of 1882 the people of the Territory of Wyoning adopted

a state constitution and on the twelveth of July, 1890, the state

was admitted into the Union, the first womens sufferage state,
&s it had been the first universal sufferage terrttory. ~

In January the last Territorial J‘-‘egisl'_ert,ure had divided Crook
County and of its southern portion had created'the County of Weston,
with Newcastle as its Cpunty Seat. We remained, however, for purposes
of representatlon, one with Crook County.

As the time for assembling of a convention at Sundance for the
nomination of members of legislature approached, I was importuned
to become a candidane for the office of State Senator. The iqea did
not appeal to me - I had not the slightest inclination for political
office or experience, and 1eet I might be further urged, I refrained

~

from attendance on the convention and sent word by our delegates

that my neme must not be presented to the convention. To clinch

it T told them to say that not under any circumstances would I
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accept the nomination.

When our delegates returned that in spite of my protests I had

., been nominated partly because of the Crook Cpunty people feeling
that the large vote I was expected to poll in Wégton County was
necessary to overcome the Crook County vote for a popular Democratic
candidaté from that county. Eventually, however, I did yield to ﬁhé
appeals‘of my friends and eccepted the nomination, with the under-
standing that I should not make any campaign. As election day
approachéd, however, some of our Crook Count& people came dovmn

and pleaded with me to at least show myself to the people up there
and meke a few talks in the county districts, and reluctantly I
agreed to do so, I shall néver forget that first attémpt at a
political address. Aftef a drive of over sixty miles thru Sundance
and about the spreadiﬁg base of the majestic Devils Tower, ve
errived at the little 1log sghool house on the banks of the Belle
Fourche vhere I was to speak. The meeting was in full swing, and as
my companion opened.the door and we passed in from the nigﬁt,.thé
light from the kerosene lamps were blinding. The little school
house was so full of people that it was with'difficulty.that vie
‘advanced to the small platform. Arriving here, I was immegdiately
introduced, fortunately ih a few and simple words. For & moment T
seemed to be paralyzed in mind and bogy, but as I laoked at the
friendly faces I felt relieved and my self confidence returned.

The address‘was‘brief;l was, I told them, like themselves, a
cbuntry man. I had no knowledge of 1aw4making nor any particular
ambition along that 1ine, but I had been nominated and fclt it

was my duty to appear among them. If éfter looking me over they
vere disposed to vote for me and I was elected, T would do my

best to ldok after their interests. I think my political friends
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S-670 = were disappointed with my talk, but on election day I received
‘most ®f the votes of the people of that precipct; Imade two more
brief talks in school houses in those beautiful Bear Lpdge‘hills
and retﬁrned home hoping I would be defeated, but I was not.
Election day found me a senator elect of the ?%éiﬁé first State

Legislature of VWyoming.
, * * *

I had a busy period between the eleétion and the convening
of the 1égislaturé on November 12%h, arranging for my absence and
in due time I arrived in Cheyenne, ready for my new duties.I knew
comparatively few peoplgdi.at the Btate Capitol and still fever of
my legislative colﬁz%gaa41 was a new-comer among old timers, and was
younger than most of the men in official life.Cheyenne, always an
attractive little city,-at one time said to be the richest per
capita in the country - was at that time depression caﬁsed by the.
enormous losses of range cattle in the winter of 188é - 1887,
Nevertheldss fhe town had a lively air and there was.much social
life enhanced by the proximity df Fort D. A. Russell, The great
majority of official,professional and businesgvmen of the town
were a fine type and the ladies were gharﬁing. I found evefybgdy
friendly and early concluded that I would enjoy my stay there.

The foﬁrty-éight men constituting the first legislature were
.almost without exception men of afféirs in their communities and
of higﬁiintelligence and character.It chanced that I was the
youngest of the group and much yqunger than a majority of my 14
EEXYEEEE colleagues of the Senate. I felt awed and a little
embarras;ed when T first took my seat in the handsome Senate
chamber of the Capitol, but I soon got the hang of the proceedure

sufficiently to begin to feel reasonably comfortable.
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The first important business after organization was the election
of two senators to represent the State of Wyoming at Washington;and
here was sovn seed for future trouble._Joseph M, Cary 2hd served the
state most acceptably as delegate for congress during the fight for

state hood, and his election to the senate was a foregone conclusion,

'As to the other senator the situation was not so clear. Francis E.

Warren vas Territorial Governor at the time of our admission to
étatehoodr in faét, this was his second excellent service in that
capacity - and his election as governor of,the new state séemed the
proper; natural, and logical thing.There were those who were of the
opinion that Governor Warren also harbored an ambition to be senator,
and some of these sat in the Constitutional Convention of 1889, _

Tt is a splendid document, that.constiyution,- it refleuts great
credit on the men who drafted and the people who adopted it.It is,

however, unusual in several respects; for instance, no provision

-was made for a lieutenant governor. This was said to be a gesture of

economy. The effect was there was no officer selected and elegted’
by the people in immediate line of succession to the governor. The
@onstitution also contains a provision to the effect that the
governor shall not be eligible for any other office during the
term(four years)fof vhich he is elected.Taken together, these two
provisions would appear to attach the governor rather~firmly.to
bis chair, for his four yemr? term.Governor Wafren had been elected
for such a term. | |

'éur legislature, in joint session, proceeded to the election
of Judge Cary as senator three days after it convened.Three days
later Governof Warren vas elected senator and.six days thereafter

he resigned the office of governor and Amos V. Barber(Dr. Barber of

.the Virginian)Sectetary of 8tate, becoming acting governor.
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The senators electéd, and by lot Cary assigned a four and

_ Warren a two year térm,rthe‘ngis;gtuye'settled down to the strenuous

task of charting the new course of the state and legislating for its
people under the new constitution. The work was well and expeditiously
performed. T ao not thikk I contributed a particularly important ‘
service to these proceedings, but I endeavored to by study and inquiry i
to secure the information necessary <10 enable me to form an intelligmnt
opinion of them. As our labors covered a wide field they afforded an

unusually fine legislative schooling.

x * %

The early spring found me back at home and on the job. The work
on the line to the north west, after slacking during the winter, was
speeded up, building and development at Cambria was continued, a ‘
greatly increased acreage vias seeded and planted at the Home Ranch.
Thé wells we had drilled on the Néwcastle tovnsite were of meager
yield, and the oil carried little kerosene - the oil product then in
demand - but they raised great expectations, so-in the earky'sum@er
of 1820 we did some drilling south of town with the'Austin drill,
with slight success. Later an experienced driller arrived form

Pehnsylvania, and still farther 7#4 to the south a"S8tandard Rigl the

- first in that region, was erected. Power and tools installed and the

drilling of a deep well begun. This rig cut the oil sand while i was

in Cheyenne, but the production of gas and oil was small.In search of
a more productive sand, dfilling was carried .to a depth of over 1300
feet, but without favorable results._Later a well was drilled on 0Oil
Creek which was even less successful. Altogether it was a rather
expensive experience,as oil vells frequently are.

* % *

The second winter in our tovn had been active ahd bustling.
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It was now the trade and recreation center for a wide territory,-
vhich in this séason tobk its holidey and laid in ité sumner supplies.
Coviboys from the ranches and workers foom the new railroad line took
advantage of the season of. slack work to spend their §ummer's wages.
With tﬂe coming of spring, winter trainers and sojourners returned to
their accustomed takks - Cambria bécame a more self sufficient and
self-centerdd-boym - the bloom of the "Hurrah" day was fading. -

With these changing conditions it became apparent that we harbored
more gentlemen with no visible means of supp9rt other than their
gambling skill, than could earn an honest living even under the most
liberal defihition of the term, Swisher reported an attempted hold up,
and then another, and the robbery of an inebrizted stranger in tovm.
The town had been very gay in a boisterous way, but it had been safe

and free from violence, and we proposed to keep it so, if possible.

The list which T handed Swisher after a council meeting, with instruct-

ions to notify the scére whose names it bore.that.pheir depafture from
our midst was desired within twenty;four_hours, had heen carefully,
and furthur and later information confirmed, wisely compiled, _
John Hines was a big?burléy‘fellow vho ran a hotel boardipg’hppsg
at vhich, it éhanced, & mimber of those whose depatture vias requested,
boarded, and they owed John heavily and would not or could not pay. |
Steady as John was when sober, whiskey fired him to violencej;conscious -

of this fact, John had for a yeer or more been a teetotaler in‘the

- midst of temptation.lMNow, persuaded to heavy drinking and plied by

his delinquent guests with & weird tale to the éffect that the
departure order had for its sinister purpose the secret desire to

ruin him financially by depriving him of his boarders, he became the

tool of these designing men., It was a béautiful spring morning. The

train, the evening before had brought me from Omzha a new, double

breasted top coat and I wore it as I kept an early morning engagement
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with the manager of our lumber yard on the outskirts of towvn, for a
checking of his accounts. _ N

The accounts were correct and ppsiness_gpod, and I was_feglipg
very chkerful as I turned into the mein streets on my way to my office
at headquarters. Half way to my destination I_approaghed John's board-
ing house end noticed him and a compenion stending at the outer edge
of the sidewalk. Striding along with my hands in the, pockets of my
new top coat, i nodded a salutation to John and his companion and was
about to pass on when Jphn abruptly challenged me and demanded of me
to know if I intended to persist in the execuiion of departure order.
T told him I did and was about to continﬁe on my way when there was the
clear click of the cocking of a weapon, and, before I fully realized
what was happening,the report of a pistol and the sharp prick and heavy
shock which mark a wound at close range from a large calibre gun. A
second ‘shot tore thru the rim of my hat,as the first had pierced the

new melton coat, As I was not armed, I quite naturally turned from

“the line of fire znd staggered towards the office.

Chere were a few minmutes nat clearly .recalled and theﬂ, as I
lzy on the bed in my quarters, I heard ﬁisquieting tones of muffled'
conversation. It appeared that no dbctor had as yet been found, and
in the absence of medical advice it was assumed that the town was
about té 10se its mayor. Before tis occured it was assetted,there
should be a swift ceremony down at the bridge,with gohn Hines as
star peformer.

This was the kind of tonic I needed;I was ariused by twin féééﬁ
resentments - the idea that I was supposed to be about to die énd
the suggestion that our ﬁell ordered town should be the séene of
a lynching bee. I determined to see the €ity Fathers, and Baifé énd

Curran appearing, I secured from them a promise, supported by the
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marshal, that all talk of a lynchlng should be 51lenced and no'y;p;ence
or disorder allowed to oeeur. Fortunately:the doctor, when he appeered,
had the good sense not to probe too deeply. for er attempt to removeithe
.45 calibre bullet imbedded close to the spinal columnjand being strong
and hearty, I soon recovered, though I long suffered from the effects of
that Jump of lead, which I still carry. _ _ _
Honorable Willis Van Devanter,Wyoming District Judge, now an
honored member of the Supreme €ourt of the Urited States,sentenced

John to six years in the penitentiary at Joliet, Illinois. It came to

be a regular pastime for the opposition in political campaigns in

‘vhich I was engaged during John's Incarceration, to circulzte petitions

for his release and publish abroad the fact that T would not sign them.
When, however, the time approached for John's term,shortened by good
behavior, neared its close, I applied to thé’governor for his pardon.He
was pardoned and sent the governor a polite note of thanks.

Semewhat to my surptise, soon after the pardop, I received a
telegram from down the road, signed by John, asking me to send him a
small sum to enable him to get home. I did not send it.but.it.was sent,
and when John arrived he called on me and commented on the good treat-
ment he had received at Jolgt, ana how much he had learned while there,
He had entered Ignorant and illiterare - and came out literate and well
read. He wanted to get mway from the stir and temptations of tovms y and
some friends found him a smell ranch,which, with the assistance of a
newly acquired and helpful wife, he cultivated and paid for.'I occasionaly
visited John and his wife, and they remained my good friends.

* * *

This was the banner year of the Hpme Ranch; more than 25,000 bushels

of grain were grovn and threshed and upwards of 2,500 bushels of

potatoes dug. The wheat was milled at Alliance and consumed at Newcastle

hY
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and Cambria, and having taken up the raising of swine ofi the place m
a large scale, most of the rye and barley was fed there.The rye crop
was, however, béyond the needs of homé consumption, and looking for a
market, I learned that owing to a severe drouth, there was a good
demand for rye in Germany,so we shipped several carloads to Hemburg @nd
netted 59 cents a bushel, '

* - % *

With the beginning of extensive operations at the Cambria mines
the work was placed in charge of an experoenced mining'engineer_and
opefator from the.Hocking Valley coal fields and thereafter, except for
the furnishing of supplies and materials from the Ranch,the sawmill =nid
ﬁhe head quarters store,apd attention towzﬁgglies and some general
supervision, I had little to do with the operations of the mines. But I
cannot leave Cambria, even temporarily, with out‘a word in regard to that
unique coal town and locality. ' _

The geologist that reported that the Black Hills uplift are coal
bearing, Qas very correct from the standpoint of the general accepted .
theory of the origin and genésis of coal mines. No tropical gungle
forests ever occupied these areas. Instead, the foiiage of low, fern
like growths, annually spread over a.wide area, storm gathered, and
trahsported by sluggish currents, to be deposited in a delta basin,
formed the Cambria vein. While this growth covered many hundreds of
square miles, here alone, in a tract of a few hundred acres, were the
deposits of sufficient depth and purity to form, thru the ages of
chemical changé under emormous pressure a workable coal field. After
long periods of gradua; uplift and slow processes of erosion had exposed
the coal on canon fronts. Slow burning fires ahd\consumed it far back

under the massive sandstone cover which in gradually settling to its

new bed had covered the fire vounds, and successive growths of trees énd
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shrubs and grass had concealed and obliverated them. Except for the
curious and umusual chain of circumatances which led to the final
uncovering of that which nature had so cunningly concealed, this, the
only workable deposit of bituminous coal in all that vast region, ’
might have remained undiscovered inaefinitely, possibly_p@;@gpent}y.

Cambria and the Cambria mines had many claims for didtinevtion.

Here the first coal undercutting machines west of the Missouri
were gnstalled. It was among the first, ‘if not the first, wgsigrn "
coal mine using compressed air for its power: and electricity for
lighting. Here was planned, worked out and established, the first
great coal crushing and sorting plant in all the west. Few, if any,
mines in all the western country héd a like history of long, uniform
znd continuous production. None excelled Cambria in.freedom from
serious accidents and labor disturbances. For nearly forty years this
great plant continuously and almosf with out interruption afforded
well paid employmeht for hundreds of miners and sent its daily trains
of coal dovn the winding-canon. For all this long period of peace and

maintained

order prevailed and favorable conditions for its people were WAHMLAIAd/
under an efficient management. From Sweei Water and Pisgah came an:
unfailing supply of pure water, supplimented in later years by deep
well, where William Kilpatrick$ practical judgement solved the pumping
problem which had baffled the hydraulic engineers. For years Cambria's
batteries of bee-hive ovens sent pillars of smoke by day and shafts
of golden glow by night over the rim of the canon! ‘1s walls - the only
coke ovens in all the great northwest.

When at last the miles of galleries had penetrated, fan-like, to
the limits of the workable vein, the last available coal pillar had
been pulled, and over.twelve millions tons of marketable coal had peen

produced, its long period of active, bustling life drew to a close.



S-670

-38- _ . 5-8m

Tts schools on hill and in dale held their last sessions; Its
éhurches their last services, its lodges their last meetings, and
the busy vorkers, bidding a regretful farewell to comfortable
homes and carrying with them the’ fond memories of pleasant ﬁéﬁﬁfiéé )
associations, departed to wide spread fields of future act1v1ty.

T have not seen Cambria since these occurances- possibly my
children shall see its site in -the da&s when the healing hahd of
nature has crumbled the men made structures and obliterated man
mede scars, when the grass again clothes the hillsides and again
carpets the slope and vale, and it shall be said as of old: "So
fade the works of man back to the earth again®.

T have advanced so far beyond the th;ead of my story that I

am tempted to tell of Cambria'é perhaps most unique distinction-

that of being a coal mine which was also a gold mine. When Dr.

Carpenter, in the eafly days-of Cambria's operation, built ‘a
smelter at Deadwood f&r the recovery of gold and silver from.the
refractory ores of the Black Hills, the transportation cost of
eéstern.coke was so high as to encourage the building of coke -~
owens at Cambria- the coke they produced was a trifle high in ash
but hard and silvery and equal to ény in burden bearing qualities.
It was quite natural that neighboring the gold producing section
of the hills, our early prospecting activities arouseﬁ interest

as to the possible gold bearing quality of some of our measures,
and it came to be known that some of the clay of the locality
carried small quantities of gold. One, at least, of our early
miners, insisted that the coal vein carried a small amount of gold,
but as coal is a fuel and not an ore, all this was quite forgotten

when the coal operations got under way.



-39- . 5-679

3;6%6 There is some difference of opinion as to vhen and why the

' go2d bearing quality of the coal again came to be considered iﬁ
connection with the use of coke. T have heard that this interest
was perhaps first aroused by a rumor of the curious fact that the
Deadwood smelter actually produced more gold per ton of smelter £X
charge than the carful frEZ£/Z5£4¥ pre assay of the charging ore
disclosed. At any rate a long and accurate tésting of the coke at
the mine demonstrated a gold content of from fifty cents to upwards
of a dollar pet ton, and on tnis evidesuce ucgoviations éﬁéé/ were
undertaken with the smelter people. They quite naturally hooted the
suggestion and protested payment, but eventually‘énd until the
abandonment of the Deadwood smelter they paid regularily, in

" addition to the chke price, a bonus for the gold in the coke.

Cembria's closing witnessed an act peculiarly fitting and in

keeping with its romantic history. EVentually the Kilpatrick's sold
the mines to eastern investors headed by Elwood Ravenold of New
York and under the management, first of Louis T. Wolle, and later
of Walter Schoonemzker, the mines were successfully operated. on
the closing of operations, at lir, Ravenold's suggestion there vas
erected at the expence'of the owners, in the beautiful Salt Creek
valley over the hill from Cambfia, a very handsome, substantial
stone memorial building dedicated to the discoverers, operators and
workers of the mine. I am glad to have the oppertunity to express

»my'appreciation'of that u?iquelg graceful and generous action.
finis
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T - O.B. Kongslie ) - -
Vieston County '

The following accounts, bearing on the development of this country y_were
taken from the files of The Newcastle -News Journal, dated Sept.2l. 1906,
The First National Bank of Newcastle has recently purchased~Panama
Canal Bonds, issued by the United States Government to _the amount of _
$18, 750, The purchase of these bonds shows the excellent condltlon of the
bank and it also permits the bank to become & government depository to a

certain amount,

HIS 6TH NOMINATION . N ]

- IT was a foregone conclnsion that Hon, Frank MOndell would be the
candidate to succeed himself in the United States Congress.No other name
has been given a thought.At Casper his name was on every tongue and the f
rousing recéption he received mst have been a source of satlsfactlon to
him, It was at Casper that he received his first nominatlon.-~-7 ---------
To get over the work preformed by Hon, Frank Mondell ‘would be to valnly
repeat the history of congressional legislatlon.Since _Statehood, he has _
been in the van of every battle for the supremacy of Wyoming. He has takan
a leading part in all congressess for the betterment of conditions in all
arid regions.In the irrlgation congress Just held in Boise, he took a lead--
~-ing part , deliverlng one of the most ‘eloquent addresses presented to that.
body None is better posted than Mr. Mondell in all matters pertalnlng to wes
-tern development, Belng a close student of nature and an agriculturlst by
inclination, he has devoted much study to dry farmlng methods and also
phases of reclamatlon thru irrigation.In the latter vork he has not con-

. fined his efforts tom Wyoming, but has made a personal investlgation of al-
most every irrlgatlon proposition of any note in the entlre west. He stands

for the small farm area, believing it is better to farm a small tract of/ld
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_successfully than a large one at a?loss. In his investigation of this par-
ticular phase of farming,he wqs surprised to find that those commnities
with the smallest farming areas were the most successful, .

In his congressional work,Mr. Mondell has been agressive, fearless,
thojirough and effective, His state has ever received proper recognition at

the hands of the presddent of the United States, the several departmentsc

of Washington and his co-vorkers in the house of represendatives. No west
ern’ has been given more important viork to perform and no congressmen has

beenimore efficient.

In the recent session of congress Mr. Mondell secured the‘passege of

an act of great value to the entire state.Reference is made to the act
providing to entries to forest reserve land more va;geble for..ag?ies}tura

than for forestry purposes. Under this act , many tracts of land in the fo

, -—est reserves of VWyoming may be entered. This land is valuable because of i

. its proximity to water and timber. Generally speaking this 1and is moreA
sheltered than prairie land. There was a‘great hue and cry in Wyomlnglﬁwo
years ago because of the withdrawal of lands fof forestry‘pﬁrposes that
had no semblance of forest on them. This evil is now obviated. wiattey )
As chairman on the committee of irrigation,Mr. Mondell has been in a
positios to protect Wyoming interedts.The state hes'fared-well at the
hands of the Department of the Interlor, ‘because .of the promlnence of the
Wyoming delegatlon. .
_ It is & high' compliment to the intelligence of the peoplé of Vyo-
ming that Mr. lMondell's majorities have grown larger and larger as he
grows older in the service. All indications point te the conclusion that

in the election this fall , ‘he will poll the banner vote.
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The following excerpté are pictures of life in_ old‘Cambria when it was
a booming coal mining town. It is now a deserted Ghost Towvmn.
These sketches were taken from the N9wcast1e NEVS - JOURNAL, dated May 11,
1900,

~_LOG ROLLING _ . L

Camp 5009 M. W . A. of CAmbria will give a log rolling ball on Fri. eee
Mayl8 . 1200 at the Cambria opere house.,

The chips will be carefully swept from the floor,the key will hang om

the outside of the door and all currfr;cnds are é;nestly requested to atted

Do nct iet the children keep you ap home but bring them with you and

let us have a’'good old western time. .
Admission to all parts of the show is free. We want it strlctly under-

stood , however , that dntoxicants are not tolerated..

LEL WEWILL CELEBRATE. _
The glorlous 4th will be properly observed in Néwcastle. At a publlc meetig
of our citizens held in the c1ty hall last evening, it was decided that thet
cltlzuns of the county be requested to join with the pwople of Néwcastleln
a fittlng observatlon of -the coming 4th of July. -- Those hho inter
-viewed the pedple of Cambria assured the meeting of the cordial co-_ operat-
ion ‘of the people of that progressive town. At the close of the mcct}pg it
was unanimously decided that a rousing celebration be held in Newcactle
and committees were appointed to begin prcpargpions.
4 QB.SER\.IATIONS - APRIL, ™20. 1900 _ B
Nevicastle having hadvtwo Sundays_of Easter obscrvance'? we presume
that those who worshiped among the gorgeous array of head gearAand display
of streaming ribbons , will béecontent to take their religion straight for
avwhile here after. |

Checked, for accuracy
By Title /VM/ a/p?l" Place ?/ A/J%
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This was taken from old issues of the News Letter-Journal



Olaf' B, Kongslie
liowoastle, Viyoming

- The following matericl taken from the Christmas Edition
of the Leader and Nows Journal gives a vory good character sketch

of one of the most prozinont men of this country, not only locally
pranincnt,but Stato and nation wideeeee Tho honoreblo Frank Ve
Hondelle

“lire Mondoll has tho distinection of boing the most widely and
favorably lmowm person in Viyominge Having that faculty of moking
;ﬁ'ionds, warn onos and plenty of thom, wherover ho £008;_ ho has
succceded in building a circle of acqueintances of vhich any statoe
‘nan might be Justly proude Like many another public man ho camos
- from humble parentagos At an oarly age }16-#.5 coen an orphan -engaged
in the agricultural pursuits of Iowm. Having boen left to fight
the battles of 1life for himsolf, his march fram the plough to the
floors of Coxigroas is one of par‘ciouiar interosts Mot contont with -
the limited possibilities of the fa.n;x hand, he: set to 's'm'rlc to ine
provo his condition, and next appears in & Mercantile establisiment,
Hr.?iongloll ctno wost in tho garly 188013 ond engagod in the raile
Yoy constrgotion businosse Hero wo sco him work fran water boy
to tho owner of o f;ruding outfit, hio last work of this ldnd being
done in Weston County, In 1889 he beoumo interested in Newoastle
renl os'batc; and has to this day mnde this place his homoe Entor-
priso 'o.nd public spirit nade him & man of merked influence in
Vioston County and in 1890 he was olc.ctod to Viyoming's first cenanto,
and in 1892 was chosen president of that bodye Lr. Londell wms
Hewcastle's first mayor, and hold that office for fivo consecutive
torms. In 1894 ho roceived tho nomination of Congrossman on tho

Ropublican ticket, ond was elected by a goodly majoritye
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His fo.'miliu.rity with vostern land conditions 'wns soon rocognized,
and in 1896 ho was appdiz;tod aasis;cnnt ooi:missi.onor of the goneral
land officee In 1898 ho vuc egedn roturnod to Congross, and so
muoh had his work in bohalf of Viyoning and tho country ob large
boen folt that at the recont elootioﬁ he wus rotﬁrned for tho .third
time to tl;o.t body, this time by thou]:t;;'gost mjorify evor rccc;ivoq
by any émdiduto within tho ctatoe '

¥re londoll vas marriod May 15, 1899 to lics Ida Harris of
Laranie, Viyoringe 'I.Irs. londoll was born t;nd roarod in Laramic, hor |
fathor and mother, Dr. and lirs, Ecu'ris, boing mnong; tho nost proni-
‘nent and well to do citizons of Albany Coxmty. It is necdloss to
say that a nan of high pox;sonn.l qualities \'1'111 sooner or lator aspire
- to oven loftior hoighi:.s, and ‘l:ho:i: the pooplec of Wyomipg -d,ex‘;.az.xd it,
kmowing that he has boen thoir gregtést friond in the past and that
ho will bo a 65111 greator friond in tho future.”
.The First Nevmimyers in Voston County | 4

The first nowspaper in Veston County wus: the Stockade Journal ,

ownod by the Hefey Brothera of Sundanoe. Then Tub Tovn was stnrbedL
Tho Hefey Brothora sen’c a young follow by the namo of Dow to edit
the 10 x 12 gheot in Tub Toun. Vhon Tub Town moved to Horoastle,
tho printing offico moved too, and the Stocl.ade Journal ovolved

into the lowslotter Joumal

This excorpt vms taken from the filos of Tho Loader and Nows
Journal, which pa.pcfa went topgother to put out a fino special number

for Christnase

"Tho Vioston County Lesder wns ostablished in 1898 by its.
prosent publi'shor B, F.‘ Hilton, and is considored one of the loade
ing wooklics of the stutee ot withgtanding the foct that the Loader
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has only beon in existence u-.‘.iittlo over two years, ita gub-
scriptlon list tallios woll with older paperse. . The Lé_q._d_c_ig_
i ono of tho bost advortising modiwms in Vyoming. It ic
Ropublican in pohtios oand haa provvcd %o bo a powerful o.id to
that pertye Its job departmont is comploto, ?.t boing fitted
with now matorial from start to finich, and it cnjoys o liberal
patronage from ﬂxq zorchants and citizens of this towme

The Howé Journal

The Hewoastlo Journal was one of tho pioneer cnterprises of

Iowoastle, having boon .ostablichod by Honorable Je. L.Stotts and
Harry C. Hensel in July 1889 .Upon tho orgenization of Weston .
. County, in 1890, it wms nade the oi‘ficial papor of tho Couz_ljby and ,
has contlnucd in that capacity up to tho presont daye '

In the sumzer of 1690, tho Nowoastle Nows was ostablished |

by Fe He Hall and was o progrossive papors

Finding the fic_:ld too limited for two ﬁewspgpers, Iin the
labtor part of 1891, thoy wore consolidatod ubdor tho head of
Neowoastle licws Journal, with F. H. Hall as proprictor and edi‘bor.. .

Since that time there has becn sovernl cha.ng;es in omorahip, ‘
but tho papor has continued to be the leading papoer of tho County
and continually rccognized as.the official papere .

Politically, tho Mews Journal has elvoys wornly supported the -

Ropublican principlos and givon the candidates of that party its
umgvering allogiances .
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